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General Meeting Minutes 
By Ryan Jones 

Present: Marty Bailey, Adam Biehl, Dave 
Foley, Ryan Jones, Gerry Kubatska, 
Steve Locsey, Mag and Steve Ranft, 
Richard Schoonmaker (guest - 
WELCOME!), Laurel Sheppard, Debi 
Wamsley, Tom Zelanin (Welcome back! 
Long time, no see!) 

Treasurer’s Report 
$6,093.54 

Member Raffle 
Gerry Kubatska took home the book, 
Whales and Man; Marty Bailey walked 
off with The Sport Divers Guide to 
Sunken Treasure; Steve Ranft won a 
bag of miscellaneous dive goodies; 
Steve Locsey wound up with a “Ford 
Tough” baseball cap and t-shirt. Thanks 
to all of the donors, whoever you were! 

50/50 
Dave Foley who donated his winnings of 
$12.50 back to the club. Thanks, Dave! 

Elections 
Nominations for club officers took place at 
the September Exec meeting at the October 
1 General Meeting. Voting will take place 
at the November 5 General Meeting, held 
at Planks at 8:00 PM. In order to vote, you 
must be a paid member for 2016 ($30; $40 
for couples), no later than Thursday, Nov. 
5, 2014. If you wish to vote, have not paid 

dues for 2016 and cannot attend the Nov 5 
meeting, send your $30.00 check, made 
payable to The Columbus Sea Nags, along 
with your voting preferences, to either Donn 
Ellerbrock 1229 Oxley Rd, Columbus, OH 
43212, or Glenn Mitchell,120 North 
Warren Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43204. 
Remember, one of us must have your check 
in hand by Thursday Nov. 5 for your vote to 
count. Results will be announced on 
Saturday Nov. 14 at the Annual Banquet. 
Here is the list of 2016 candidates: 

President- Steve Ranft 
Vice President- Ryan Jones 
Secretary- Mag Ranft 
Treasurer- Glenn Mitchell 

In addition there will be two new 
Executive Council presidential 
appointments: Gerry Kubatska, will 
assume newsletter responsibilities from 
Rob, and Dave Foley will help run club 
programming for the year. More info 
below in Oral Reports 

Wasserman Award 
Wasserman Award: We need nominations 
for The Wasserman Award, which has only 
been awarded three times in the last 9 
years. Nominations must be sent in 
writing to Donn Ellerbrock 
<dge1970@live.com> by Nov. 5. In your 
email or letter tell why the person nominated 
is deserving, what he or she has done for 
the club or for diving. The award was 
established 1974, in honor of a former Sea 
Nags president who died while diving in a 
Florida cave. Last year’s winner was Rob 
Robison. 

Annual Banquet @ Shade of Muirfield, 
Dublin, OH 

The Annual Banquet will be held at Shade 
on Muirfield (formerly known Mary Kelly’s) 
Restaurant, 7:00PM, Saturday Nov 14. 
The address is 7148 Muirfield Dr., Dublin, 
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OH 43017 (614) 766-5503 A number of us 
will be at the bar beforehand around 6:30 
PM. Join us and enjoy a good meal--you can 
order off the menu—and a good evening of 
fun and relaxation.  

Other Announcements 
1. 2016 Club membership dues are $30.00, 
$40 for husband/wife. 2015 Ohio Council 
dues are $9.00. The club must have your 
2016 dues in hand on or before Nov 5, 2015, 
to be eligible to vote for officers at the Nov 5 
meeting! 
2. Club logo patches and decals are 
available to new club members as a part of 
their membership dues. Returning members 
can purchase extra decals/stickers at a cost 
of $1.00 each—these are plastic/waterproof-
-and extra patches for $2.00 each while they 
last.  
3. Facebook: You can find the Club 
Facebook forum by going to: http://en-
gb.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Sea-Nags-
SCUBA-Divers-/289276535926?v=wall, thanks to 
Andy Dennis. 
Calendar of Upcoming Events 

2015 
Nov      
  5 General Meeting@ Planks, 8:00 PM. Program: Elections  
      & video (TBA) 
  14 Annual banquet: Shade on Muirfield (formerly known  
        as Mary Kelly’s ) in Dublin. Details TBA 
Dec     
  3 General Meeting@ Planks, 8:00 PM. Program: Awards  
     presentations & video  
    TBA Exec Meeting 
  31/Jan1 8th NYs Eve Dive-in & Celebration @ ??? 

Executive Meeting 
 
Dive Reports 

Please send dive reports to 
<newsletter@seanags.com> 

Brought to you by 

Lakeview RV Park 
Full Hook-ups • Scuba Diving • Propane 

Laundry• Swimming• Fishing• Wi-Fi 
(740) 653-4519 

Joey & Terrie Stewart 
2715 Sugar Grove Rd.  Fax (740) 653-5606 
Lancaster, OH 43130  rvatlakeview.com 

Spasms  
None reported 
Oral Reports 

Steve Locsey reported vis of up to 25ft. 
in Lancaster. He also dove Tobermory, 
Ontario, Canada. With numerous dive 
sites and water temps. ranging from 50-
65 deg. This dive destination offers more 
than just great diving. He stated that the 
town was “set up for divers”, and that 
they were as accommodating as 
anywhere he had visited (See October 
2015 newsletter for a complete 
accounting with photos). 
-----and Marty Bailey also dove the 
Texas Atlas Missile Silo, the details of 
which can be found in the Written 
Reports that follow below. 
  Gerry Kubatska has offered to take 
over the newsletter for the club. Dave 
Foley and Laurel Sheppard will be 
coordinating the programming for our 
monthly meetings. Ryan Jones and 
Steve Locsey will be organizing our 
underwater activities for the 2016 dive 
season. 

Written Reports 
Oct. 18 Pebble Beach (Rockport), MA. It has 
been approximately 38 years since I last 
made a North Shore dive in Rockport on 
Cape Ann.  I met Neptunes VP Mike Vaughn 
and Peter Ninh at the Quincy clubhouse at 
8AM. We pooled our gear into Mike’s truck 
and set off for the north shore, picking up 
Ryan Christian and his wife Kelly at a Burger 
King along the way. Loblolly Cove was 
blown out due to high winds in the 25 knot 
range, so we headed to the protected lee 
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side of Rockport and found calm clear 
waters at Pebble Beach, so named for the 
glacial till heavily littering the beach and road 
area. 

 
Kelly Christian 

 
Rob Christian 

 
Mike and Peter 

  We suited up, placed Mike’s wooden chair 
on the beach as an exit marker, and headed 
for the water on a beautiful sunny Sunday 
morning.  

 
What awaited us was refreshing fall-
cooled water (53°) and visibility ranging 
from 20 – 30’, wonderfully clear for new 
England diving! After so many years 
spent quarry and freshwater diving, I 
had forgotten the joy of discovering soft 
corals and sponges, moon snails, crabs, 
sea ravens, lobsters, and schooling 
Pollock. Turns out Mike was cracking 
open crabs and feeding a gang of 
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juvenile Pollock, sending the school into 
a nonstop frenzy around all of us seeking 
handouts. 

 
Sponge guy 

 
Moon snail on the prowl 

 
Crab Oscar 

 
Feeling crabby? 

 
Lobbie—Our guy! 
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Pollock parade 

  What a great way to spend a glorious 
Sunday, surrounded by a mini-sample of the 
wonders of the North Atlantic. 
  Dive into it everyone! The water is still fine. 

Ro  
Oct. 4 Texas Atlas Missile Silo. 
Story & photos by MBailey 
Last weekend Steve Locsey and I drove 
21 hours to Abilene, Texas to dive the 
flooded Atlas missile silo. We left at 
10:00pm on Thursday and arrived at 
6:00pm on Friday. We met the rest of 
the group, were given a tour, and 
orientation to diving the silo. It consists 
of two silos connected by a tunnel. The 
first silo (a two story affair) contained 
the entry stairs, and what were the 
control room and bunkhouse.  The 
control room is where the staff spends 
the night and the bunk area is the “dry” 
room. The connecting tunnel is the “wet” 
room and where our gear was stored. 
The main silo is 174’ tall with 130’ of 
water. The entry to it is by a suspended 
stairway leading to a gangplank to two 
floating docks. The main attractions are 
the debris on the bottom, the navigation 
shack at 40’, and some of the bracing 
along the silo wall. 

 

    
            The rest of the group set-up 
their tents and made dinner. We had a 
Motel 6 picked out in Abilene and a late 
night dinner at a fast food place planned, 
so Steve and I prepped out gear for a 
dive. Steve used his rebreather while I 
used a single 72 with my double hose 
regulator. I dressed at our vehicle and 
wore my gear to the water. The 
suspended steps were a little unnerving 
(they swayed when you walked), so I 
went down backwards. Once on the dock 
you did a control-seated entry and there 
was a down line suspended in the middle 
of the silo. Mark Hannifin (the owner of 
the silo and Family Scuba of Midland 
Texas) was on the dock to assist us with 
our entry and exits. 

 

 
We made a total of three dives, one 
Friday night and two on Saturday. Each 
dive was about 35 minutes in length with 
a max depth of 105’. I brought my 
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camera on all the dives. The first dive I 
focused on the navigation shack with a 
short excursion to the bottom. Feeling 
well rested the next day we went straight 
to the bottom where I took more photos 
as I explored the area of debris on the 
bottom. It was filled with piles of broken 
catwalks, girders, vents, and ladders. On 
our third dive I used the video function 
of my camera and my cave light and 
attempted to tour the silo while running 
short video clips. The quality the video is 
poor, but after trimming the files last 
night you can get a good idea of what a 
dive is like in the silo. The visibility was 
excellent on the first dive (as clear as 
could be), but on the second day after 8 
other divers had made their first dive the 
fine particulate was stirred up creating 
back scatter with my lighting. I chose to 
wear my wetsuit and the water was a 
comfortable 57 degrees. 

 

 
  Following our last dive we packed our 
gear and left at 6:00pm on Saturday 
during a brief rainstorm. We again drove 
all night and on the way home we 
stopped at the Indiana/Ohio border to do 
a dive at Natural Springs in New Paris, 
Ohio. We filled out our liability forms, 
moved our vehicle close to the dive 

shack, unpacked our gear, and prepared 
to get in the water. We swam along the 
side wall and turned into the trench 
along the back wall. Finding a suspended 
platform with lines attached to it, we 
shifted gears and began following the 
lines. It has been a long time since I was 
in Natural Springs and things were 
starting to look familiar. We found 
several boats and cars as well as other 
items on the bottom. Our max depth was 
28’ with a total time of 70 minutes. The 
water was 70 degrees above the 
thermocline and 64 below it. The vis was 
5 (in the trench) to 20 above the 
thermocline. It was a very nice way to 
break up the drive home. 
I have managed to keep my streak of 
diving once a month since January of 
1989 intact and plan to do at least one 
dive in October and November. Hopefully 
I’ll be done with all my doctor 
appointments next Tuesday, and plan to 
teach a RecSports scuba class during the 
2nd session of autumn semester.  

Safe diving, 
M rty 

Environmental News 
A fish too deep for science: New goby 
fish discovered 

 
Coryphopterus curasub, a new goby species from 70-
80 m depth off Curacao, southern Caribbean. The 
maximum known length of the new species is 33 mm 
(1.3 inches).Credit: Carole Baldwin and Ross 
Robertson, Smithsonian Institution; CC-BY 4.0 
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Source: Science Daily 
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2015/07/15071
7104917.htm?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium
=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+sciencedaily+%28
Latest+Science+News+--+ScienceDaily%29 
Drs. Carole Baldwin and Ross Robertson 
from the Smithsonian Institution discovered 
a new small goby fish that differs from its 
relatives not only in its size and colors, but 
also in the depth of its habitat (70-80 m) in 
the southern Caribbean. Their finding comes 
as a part of the institution's Deep Reef 
Observation Project (DROP). This is why the 
scientists gave it the name Coryphopterus 
curasub in recognition of the Curasub 
submersible that was used in their deep-reef 
exploration. Their study can be found in the 
open-access journal ZooKeys. 
  Marine biodiversity inhabiting shallow 
Caribbean coral reefs has been studied for 
more than 150 years, but much less is 
known about what lives at depths just below 
those accessible with conventional SCUBA 
gear. Thanks to the availability of a privately 
owned, manned submersible on the island of 
Curacao, the Curasub, scientists are now 
able to intensively study depths to 300 m 
(1,000 ft). 
"This is the fourth new deep-reef fish 
species described in two years from 
Curasub diving off Curacao," explained 
Baldwin, "Many more new deep-reef fish 
species have already been discovered and 
await description, and even more await 
discovery." She also pointed out that new 
species of mollusks and crustaceans have 
also been discovered, and a "biology 
bonanza" is highly likely as tropical deep 
reefs continue to be explored. 
  In addition to the new goby species, the 
authors report on the collection of a related 
goby species some 50 m (164 ft.) deeper 
than it was previously known. Knowledge of 
species' upper and lower depth limits is 
information that Baldwin and Robertson are 

establishing for numerous fish species in the 
southern Caribbean, and in this study they 
tabulated and graphed depth information for 
the 14 known species of Coryphopterus 
gobies. 
  "Deep reefs are diverse ecosystems in 
tropical seas that science has largely 
missed," Baldwin explained, "too deep to 
access using SCUBA gear and too shallow 
to be of much interest to deep-diving 
submersibles capable of descending 
thousands of meters." "How incomplete is 
our picture of tropical reef biodiversity if so 
little attention has been devoted to depths 
just below those home to shallow coral 
reefs? We don't know," she admitted. 
  "Imagine conducting a census of people 
living in Washington, DC, but you only 
survey those inhabiting ground-level housing 
structures. If you don't know about the 
people living on second, third, fourth, etc., 
floors in apartment buildings and 
condominiums in a city packed with them, 
you're not getting a very complete picture of 
who lives here. Scientists' ignorance of the 
biodiversity inhabiting depths within a couple 
hundred meters of shallow coral reefs is 
similar." 
  "We know that in temperate coastal areas, 
some fish species are being found at higher 
latitudes than previously recorded," Baldwin 
said, "presumably a response to warming 
surface waters." 
  This hypothesis poses the question 
whether the fish in tropics could move 
deeper as well reacting to the climate 
change. Since no historical data on the topic 
is available, Baldwin's suggestion is to carry 
on digging into deep-reef exploration. 
  "By thoroughly investigating reef 
ecosystems that lie just below shallow coral 
reefs, describing new species, documenting 
depth ranges of new and known species, we 
are providing the baseline information 
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necessary to detect changes in the future." 
/1002721/ScienceDaily_Mobile_Top_Rectan
gle 
Story Source: 
The above post is reprinted from materials 
provided by Pensoft Publishers. The 
original story is licensed under a Creative 
Commons License. Note: Materials may be 
edited for content and length. 
/story_source 
Log Book 
New York shipwreck hunters find wreck 
of steamship lost in Lake Ontario during 
1862 storm 
By CHRIS CAROLA Associated Press  OCTOBER 20, 
2015 — 2:32PM 

This August 2015 photo, taken from video provided 
by Roger Pawlowski, shows the bow of the sunken 
ship Bay State in Lake Ontario near Fair Haven, 
N.Y. 
ALBANY, N.Y. — The wreck site of one of the 
earliest propeller-driven steamships to sail the 
Great Lakes has been found in Lake Ontario 
more than 150 years after it sank in a storm, 
killing everyone on board, a team of New York-
based shipwreck hunters said Tuesday. 
  Jim Kennard and Roger Pawlowski, both of 
the Rochester area, said the wreck of the Bay 
State is in water hundreds of feet deep, about 
seven miles off Fair Haven in central New 
York, 155 miles west of Albany. 
  The Bay State departed nearby Oswego in 
November 1862 with a cargo of general 
merchandise destined for Ohio. But a storm 
turned into a gale, forcing the ship's captain to 

turn back. 
  "That was the beginning of the end," 
Kennard, who has been searching for 
shipwrecks since 1970, told The Associated 
Press. 
  The 137-foot-long, two-tiered ship vessel 
started coming part, losing sections of its 
upper decks to the high winds and waves 
before eventually sinking and leaving a debris 
field about a quarter-mile long on the lake 
bottom. 
Source: Minneapolis star Tribune, Oct. 20,2015. 
http://www.startribune.com/shipwreck-hunters-find-
wreck-of-steamer-lost-in-1862-storm/334675241/ 
This Is What It's Like To Free Dive With 
Whales 
By James Cave, Lifestyle Staff Writer, The Huffington 
Post 7/23/2015 

 
When filmmaker and photographer Michaela 
Skovranova and her family moved from 
Slovakia to Sydney, they jumped into the big 
blue sea and never looked back. 
"We could all look at the endless ocean 
every single day," she said in an interview 
for Instagram's blog, where her amazing 
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underwater photos were recently featured. 
"One early morning during a swim, I could 
hear soft clicks of a dolphin and suddenly 
she appeared right beneath me. She looked 
at me with the most curious eye -- and just 
as quickly she was gone," Skovranova said. 
"I was left breathless, and from then on I 
wanted to feel that every single day -- and 
perhaps let other people feel that, too, 
through my work." 
 Skovranova, 27, has amassed nearly 
30,000 followers since she started sharing 
her oceanic explorations on Instagram in 
December. In an email to The Huffington 
Post, she said she free dives with a fixed 
lens camera or sometimes just her phone. 
  "It's very much a stream of consciousness 
approach," she said. 
  When she's in the water, with the ocean 
doing pretty much whatever it wants to, 
Skovranova said she feels less in control of 
her body and the environment, which allows 
her to focus on taking in all the glorious 
nature. 
  Lucky for us, her photographs let us take it 
in, too: 

 

For more photos, go to: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/this-is-what-its-
like-to-free-dive-with-
whales_55afe0c9e4b0a9b948535baf? 
 

Parting Thoughts and Shots 
 

 
Golden Sea Raven – Photo by RER 
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AD Rates 
S’Nag-A-News monthly advertising rates are as follows: 
 
Business Card $4.00 
1/4 Page $10.00 
1/2 Page $20.00 
Full Page $30.00 
 
Club members receive a 10% discount on advertising 
rates. Non-members receive a 10% discount for three 
months paid in advance. 
 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: 7:00 p.m., Plank’s Café, Thurs., Nov 
5, 2015. Program: Elections & DAN video, Emergency Air 
 

OFFICERS 2015 
President Steve Ranft 
president@seanags.com 
(614) 834-3941  
 

Vice President 
Mag Ranft 
(614) 834-3941  
vicepresident@seanags.com 
 

Treasurer 
Glenn Mitchell 
(614- 272-2448 

treasurer@seanags.com 
 

Secretary 
Ryan Jones 
secretary@seanags.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Rob Robison 
(614)-546-9018 
newsletter@seanags.com 
 

 
The Columbus Sea Nags  
Rob Robison 
6 Harborview Drive 
Kingston MA 02364 


