
   A PUBLICATION OF THE COLUMBUS SEA NAGS HTTP://WWW.SEANAGS.COM Feb. 2014 
 
 

S’NAG-A-NEWS Page 1 

In This Issue 
General Meeting Minutes   p. 1 
Calendar     p. 2 
Executive Meeting Highlights   p. 2 
Dive Reports     p. 2 
Environmental News    p. 5 
Log Book     p. 8 
Parting Shots& Thought        p. 10 

General Meeting Minutes 
Present: Adam Biehl, Josh Carney, Steve 
Locsey, Glenn Mitchell, Rob Robison, Maggie 
& Steve Ranft 

50/50 & Member Raffle 
Not held 

Announcements 
1. Annual Club ($20) and Ohio Council ($9) 

dues will be collected at the November 
meeting. 

2. The club’s New Year’s Eve dive occurred 
at CTQ Tuesday night, 12/31/13-1/1/14. 
Donn Ellerbrock, Steve Locsey, John Skobel, 
Rob, Jim Wickline, and Debbie Waumsley 
showed up for the annual event. Debbie and 
Donn provided support, while the rest of us 
suited up for the plunge. It was a beautiful 
star-filled, windless night with surface air 
temperatures hovering between 28° and 24°, 
making gear donning and doffing relatively 
easy. Having pavilion and changing-shack 
lighting helped a lot, too. Thanks, Todd!! 

 
L – R: Donn, John,Debbie, Steve, & Jim 

  After posing for a few picts, we splashed in at 
11:51 PM and emerged after midnight at 
12:27 AM in C’ville’s South Quarry—average. 
depth 19’, vis@15’, H20 37°-- glad to see the 
fire pit and grill roaring and ready to go.  

 
John Skobel above; Jim Wickline below 

Photos by Steve Locsey 

  We dined on brats, burgers, brownies, a little 
bubbly, and more! A fitting end to 2013 and 
the beginning of 2014--a beautiful dive full of 
small bass and pan fish scattered throughout 
the quarry on their nests. Those moving about 
in the water column were swimming very 
slowly with the exception of a few small fry 
darting about escaping our lights, as if fleeing 
potential predators. Hope to see more of you 
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next year. It was a beautiful night and a heck 
of lot of fun! R  
3. Circleville Twin Quarries announced 

2014 dive rates as follows: 
• Annual Membership = $175 
• Day Pass       = $  14 
• Weekend pass       = $  25 

Additional Announcements 
1. 2014 Club membership dues are $20.00. 

2014 Ohio Council dues are $9.00. 
2. Club logo patches and decals are 

available to new club members as a part of 
their membership dues. Returning members 
can purchase extra decals/stickers at a cost 
of $1.00 each—these are plastic/waterproof-
-and extra patches for $2.00 each.  

3. Facebook: You can find the Club 
Facebook forum by going to: http://en-
gb.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Sea-Nags-
SCUBA-Divers-/289276535926?v=wall, thanks to 
Andy Dennis. 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
2013 

31 7th Annual New Year’s Eve Dive-In @Circleville Twin 
Q See Announcement # 6 above 

2014  
 Jan 
   2 General Meeting@ Planks, 8:00 PM. Rob will show a 

video clip of the year in diving with the club 
 16 Executive Meeting @Planks 7:00PM 
 Feb  
   6 General Meeting@ Planks, 8:00 PM. Mark Thomas 

will conduct a brief clinic on underwater photography  
 20 Executive Meeting @Planks, 7:00PM 
 Mar 
   6 General Meeting@ Planks, 8:00 PM. Steve Locsey on  

diving Cozumel 
 14-16 Scubafest@ Northpointe & Conf Center,100 

Green Meadows Dr. S.,Lewis Center 43035 
 20 Executive Meeting @Planks 7:00PM 
 Apr 
   3 General Meeting@ Planks, 8:00 PM. Dive travel tips 

from the pros or MBailey on Diving Bermuda 
 17 Executive Meeting @Planks 7:00PM 
 May  
   1 General Meeting@ Planks, 8:00 PM. Dive travel tips 

from the pros or MBailey on Diving Bermuda 
   4 Club dive – Lancaster Lakeview Park,Details TBA 
 15 Executive Meeting @Planks 7:00PM 

Program: Special thanks to Rob Robison for 
his slideshow on Diving with the Sea Nags 
2012 – 2013.  
Executive Meeting Highlights  
1/23/Planks Present: Josh Carney, Donn 

Ellerbrock, Glenn Mitchell, Maggie & Steve 
Ranft, Rob Robison 

 
• Josh will take over Facebook & perhaps 

create a Twitter feed to help advertise 
events. 

• Brainstormed ideas for increasing 
membership and improving programming 

• Will have a table at ScubaFest & a 
calendar of events to distribute 

• Hoodies will be available at Feb meeting 
 

Dive Reports 
Please send dive reports to 

<newsletter@seanags.com> 
Brought to you by 

Lakeview RV Park 
Full Hook-ups • Scuba Diving • Propane 

Laundry• Swimming• Fishing• Wi-Fi 
(740) 653-4519 

Joey & Terrie Stewart 
2715 Sugar Grove Rd.  Fax (740) 653-5606 
Lancaster, OH 43130  rvatlakeview.com 

Spasms 
None reported 

Written 
Bermuda/Lancaster 
Hi Everyone, 

I did manage to get one more dive in 
Ohio before our trip to Bermuda. On 
December 22nd I went to Lancaster to test 
my newest piece of dive gear and breathe 
off the nitrox I had left over in my doubles 
from my cave diving trip. I recently 
purchased the Dive Rite Q4. It’s a seven 
gas, OC/CCR compatible dive computer 
with an OLED screen. I swam through the 
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trench (the OLED screen was amazing), to 
the shallows and back through the trench, 
then returned by way of the culvert and 
cabin cruiser (52’/47min). 

After celebrating Christmas with our 
grandchildren, Maggie and I packed for the 
Bermuda trip. We left at 4:00 am on 
December 26th and arrived at Grotto Bay 
by 3:30 pm. It was Boxing Day in Bermuda 
and most shops were closed, so we 
unpacked and relaxed in the hotel. We 
slept late the next day and in the afternoon 
we rented our motorbike and went 
shopping for groceries. On our third day I 
hiked Blue Hole Park in the morning, 
arranged for scuba diving for the next day, 
and we toured Martello tower and a couple 
near-by forts in the afternoon. On the 29th 
Alan Cable (another hotel guest from the 
UK) and I shared a taxi to Somerset where 
we dived with Blue Water Sports. Our first 
dive was on the L’Herminie, a 300 foot. 60 
gun French frigate launched in 1824. It 
was sunk in 1838 after trying to seek 
shelter from a storm, fortunately there was 
no loss of life and local boats were able to 
come to her assistance. She lies 4 miles 
west of Bermuda in 30 to 45 feet of water. 
We only found a few boards, mostly buried 
in the sand, but swam by many cannon 
and the bricks from her ovens (30’/58min). 
For our second dive we went to Wendy’s 
Place, a reef dive. I practiced several 
compass runs to and from the boat as we 
swam around the reef (32’/48min). 

The next day I hiked my snorkeling 
gear to Walsingham cave and snorkeled in 
the cavern for 33 minutes. It is quite large 
and looks to be at least 40 to 60 feet deep. 
I found an exploration line at the south end 

of the chamber and hope to dive the cave 
on our next trip to Bermuda. We spent the 
afternoon shopping in Hamilton. We 
stayed at the hotel on the 31st and headed 
to St George at 11:00 pm to catch the New 
Year Eve celebration in the town square. 
They dropped the “onion” at midnight 
followed by fireworks. Most shops were 
closed on the first so I went back to 
Walsingham Cave to try to get better 
photographs. I tried various settings and 
using hand held lights, unfortunately my 
results weren't so good.  The next day I 
went to Admiral’s cave and found 
descending ropes left in the cave. I put 
them to good use rappelling down too 
short slopes into a massive chamber. Near 
what I thought was the end of the cave, 
were two giant columns of flow-stone, and 
as I walked around them I found a small 
opening that led to a small ledge about 60 
feet above a small pool of water. There 
was another descending rope at the end of 
the ledge, but I decided not to use it as a 
fall at that point would be very dangerous 
since I was alone. I attempted to take 
more photos, eventually finding that the 
night setting produced the best results, but 
most of my shots were blurry and my 
batteries were running down. Next time I’ll 
be sure to pack extra batteries and a small 
tripod. Maggie and I spent the afternoon at 
Admiralty House Park touring the beach, 
dock, and hand dug tunnels. We actually 
missed the house, as that area has been 
over grown. We found the ballroom, but 
missed several other structures. 

Our last day was spent on a long hike 
to Fort Popple in St David’s. We also went 
to the St David’s Battery and the Lost at 



   A PUBLICATION OF THE COLUMBUS SEA NAGS HTTP://WWW.SEANAGS.COM Feb. 2014 
 
 

S’NAG-A-NEWS Page 4 

Sea Memorial. The fort was a 
disappointment. It was very small, and 
there wasn't much left, but I want to go 
back to the Battery, although next time 
with a flash light. It was last used in 1956, 
but since has fallen into disrepair. I have 
always liked crawling around ruins whether 
ancient or contemporary. We got home in 
between the storms Hercules and Ion, and 
are getting used to the cold again. 
Lancaster –  
Hi Everyone, It’s been a couple of weeks 
since my last update, but if you have been 
watching the weather you should be aware 
that it’s prime Ice Diving season. 
Remarkably on the first week back to 
school OSU canceled classes for the first 
two days due to the frigid temperatures, 
but by the weekend it had warmed up 
enough that Lancaster Quarry was 2/3’s 
covered by ice. Andy Dennis and I had our 
ice saws handy, but we didn’t need them 
as the entry area had a small crescent of 
ice that we could break through by hand. 
We planned our dive to follow the lines 
through the trench to the west side and 
around the objects on the perimeter to the 
airplane then back by way of the cabin 
cruiser. We were under the ice at the 
beginning of the dive, but by the time we 
reached the airplane we had open water 
above us for the rest of the dive 
(51’/62min). The air temps were in the 40’s 
and the water 34. 
  Over MLK weekend I was in Dayton 
hanging out with my friends from college. 
It’s hard to believe, but it’s the 33rd time for 
me doing this. It started as a party during 
my freshman year of college and turned 
into an annual party until we started 

getting married. Then it morphed into a 
kind of reunion as fewer and fewer of us 
could get together. It’s a time to get back 
to the basics: watching football, drinking 
beer, eating, and catching up with good 
friends. 
  This weekend I thought I wouldn’t be able 
to dive. My air banks are low and I couldn’t 
get my air compressor to start. I’m hoping 
that it is due to the cold and not a problem 
with the motor. But on Saturday evening 
Steve Locsey called me and asked if I was 
going diving on Sunday. He had just 
returned from a cave diving trip to Florida 
and fortunately had a set of doubles full of 
nitrox. So we planned to meet at my house 
so that we could transfer his nitrox into my 
tanks. The snow was coming down and 
most people were staying home, but we 
decided to go for it. Steve has four wheel 
drive in his vehicle so we packed it with 
our gear and headed to Lancaster. 
  We arrived to find a thick layer of ice and 
snow covering the entire quarry. Steve 
cleared the snow away with a broom and I 
chipped a small hole in the ice and began 
cutting out small blocks of ice with my ice 
saw. It took us over and hour to cut a hole 
from the entry steps to the stake where the 
lines begin. I would cut out a block and 
Steve would fish it out. We slid the last two 
pieces under the ice. Next we prepped our 
gear, after putting on our drysuits, Steve 
realized that he left his gloves at home. I 
asked him if he had wool gloves, which he 
did, so we took my heavy duty rubber line 
tending gloves and duct taped them to his 
drysuit using his wool gloves as a liner. I 
figured they would keep the water out for a 
short time, but knew eventually they would 
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fill with water. 
  We completed getting our gear on and 
entered the water. After I put my fins on, I 
headed for deeper water when I realized 
that water was pouring into my drysuit. I 
was upset as I just had the zipper 
replaced, but it turns out that I didn’t 
completely close the zipper. I backed out 
of the water enough for Steve to check 
and he was able to get it secure. With me 
in a partially flooded suit and Steve in 
makeshift dry-gloves we decided to plan a 
twenty to forty minute dive where we were 
going to stay close to our exit hole. 
  We swam to the Frito-Lay truck then on 
to the platform, through the culvert, to the 
cabin cruiser, and back to the platform. At 
that point we were going to do another 
small circuit or call the dive. When I looked 
at the way Steve was holding both hands 
and I could tell we were going to end the 
dive. He confirmed it with a hand signal to 
exit (27’/27min). Surprisingly I was still 
warm even with underwear completely 
soaked. I had put on an extra layer this 
time and it really paid off. Years ago I had 
bought a jump suit supposedly used by the 
Navy in Artic conditions and put that on 
under my weazel wear. Both layers wick 
water away and in combination kept me 
warm. The water was 34 F and our air 
temps ranged from 14 to 30 degrees F, 
fortunately there was no wind. 

  Next weekend I hope to return to 
Lancaster for another Ice dive on Sunday. 
If we are lucky the air temperature will be 
above freezing. MB 

Circleville – Mark Thomas, Andy Silvermann, 
and a host of wannabe ice divers have been 
in full force at the South Q learning the ropes 

of ice diving. See photos in Log Book,pp. 8-
10.  

MT 

Environmental News 
Well, Great Lakes, It Was Nice Knowing 
You. Asian Carp Have Arrived. A voracious 
eater capable of disrupting local ecosystems, the 
Asian carp has no natural predators. 
By Alison Fairbrother 4/5/13 
http://www.takepart.com/article/2013/04/05/invaders
-have-arrived 

 
Ever since Asian carp were accidentally 
introduced into U.S. rivers in the 1970s, 
the invasive fish have been hungrily 
making their way to the Great Lakes, 
causing residents of the watershed to 
dread the arrival of carp in delicate 
Lake ecosystems, and their potential 
impacts on the $7 billion fishing industry 
that represents a major economic driver 
for the region. 
  Now, a new study suggests that Asian 
carp have breached southern Lake 
Michigan, although they have not yet 
arrived in numbers great enough to 
devastate native ecosystems. 
  Scientists at the University of Notre 
Dame, Central Michigan University, and 
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The Nature Conservancy spent two 
years searching for Asian carp by 
examining genetic material in the Lake 
and attempting to match DNA samples 
to two particularly damaging species of 
Asian carp: silver and bighead carp. 
  Out of 2,800 water samples, they 
found 58 positive links to bighead and 
silver carp in the Chicago Area 
Waterway System, which flows directly 
into Lake Michigan, along with six in 
western Lake Erie.  
  Questions remain about how many 
carp are already in the ecosystem—and 
how long it will take until the fish begin 
showing up in numbers large enough to 
cause serious harm. 
  “The most plausible explanation is still 
that there are some carp out there,” 
lead author Christopher Jerde of the 
University of Notre Dame told the AP. 
“We can be cautiously optimistic…that 
we’re not at the point where they’ll start 
reproducing, spreading further and 
doing serious damage.” 
  Still, news of their arrival is likely to 
dismay residents of Lake Michigan and 
its environs. Concerns about the 
aggressiveness of the fish are 
warranted, given their insatiable 
appetite for plankton. Asian carp can 
grow up to four feet long and 100 
pounds. The heaviest of carp can eat 
five to ten percent of their body weight 
each day in plankton. 
  This has led to what some biologists 
call the “marginalization” of native 

species of fish found in the Great Lakes 
region, like ciscos, bloaters, and yellow 
perch, which in turn are eaten by 
predators species like lake trout and 
walleye. In areas where Asian carp are 
already abundant, particularly the 
Mississippi River Basin, the numbers of 
native fish have declined and suffered 
stunted growth as a result of Asian carp 
out-competing them for food sources.  
Invasive Lionfish, the Kings of the 
Caribbean, May Have Met Their Match 
By Richard Conniff | Takepart.com 
http://news.yahoo.com/invasive-lionfish-kings-
caribbean-may-met-match-011600208.html 
 
It probably started in the 1980s, with a few 
tropical fish hobbyists thinking they were doing 
the humane thing by dumping unwanted pets 
in the coastal waters of Florida. But 
introducing the lionfish, which is native to the 
Indo-Pacific, to the Atlantic Ocean has turned 
out to be one of the cruelest and most 
catastrophic tricks ever played on an 
ecosystem. Now, with the fate of numerous 
species hanging in the balance, a new paper 
in the journal Ecological Applications says that 
scientists have for the first time found a 
practical way to control the problem. 
 

Now (above); Then (below) 
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  Lionfish are flamboyantly colorful fish, up to 
18 inches in length, striped, and having long, 
fluttering venomous spines sticking out in all 
directions. They’re appealing to have in a fish 
tank. But since their release into the Atlantic, 
they have spread across an area of 1.5 million 
square miles, from Venezuela to North 
Carolina, with stray sightings as far north as 
southern New England. 
  In the Caribbean, according to one 
researcher, it’s common to see lionfish 
“hovering above the reefs throughout the day 
and gathering in groups of up to ten or more 
on a single coral head." She might just as well 
have said “hoovering,” because of the speed 
and thoroughness with which lionfish wipe out 
native fish populations. They typically flutter 
their fins to herd smaller fish into a group, and 
when they have cornered their prey, they 
pounce.  
  Because of their extraordinarily painful 
venom, lionfish have no natural predators. As 
with many other invasive species, eradication 
appears to be impossible. Lionfish can 
repopulate shallow reefs from deepwater 
populations lurking farther off the coast.  
 

 
Ouch! 

But the study suggests a cost-effective 
alternative. Getting rid of most—but not all—
the lionfish on a given site appears to provide 
enough relief to allow for the rapid recovery of 
native species, including commercially 
important fish like Nassau grouper and 
yellowtail snapper.  
  Oregon State University researcher 
Stephanie Green and her coauthors started 
with a computer model to calculate a threshold 
for different habitat types—that is, how many 
lionfish a site could tolerate and still function 
normally. Then they tested the model in the 
field, at 24 coral reef sites near Eleuthera 
Island in the Bahamas.  
  The model didn’t make it easy on the field 
team. To get to the threshold, they had to 
remove 75 to 95 percent of the lionfish, with 
the help of nets and spears. On a typical reef 
site, which is about a third the size of a 
basketball court, it took about 60 minutes of 
dive time. Completely eradicating the lionfish 
would have taken 78 minutes, or 30 percent 
longer, and that is apparently the difference 
that makes the method practical. 
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  The researchers then followed up at regular 
intervals for 18 months. On test sites where 
the lionfish population was below the 
threshold, native prey species quickly 
rebounded, with a 50 to 70 percent increase in 
total biomass. On sites where the lionfish 
remained above the threshold, native species 
decreased by about half. 
  As that suggests, leaving the lionfish alone is 
no longer an option, or rather, it’s an option 
that leaves some native species bound for 
extinction. But with limited funding for fisheries 
management across such a vast stretch of 
ocean, the question is where to apply the 
control method for the maximum benefit. 
Because marine reserves typically allow no 
taking of fish, they are in danger, the new 
study warns, of becoming “de facto reserves 
for lionfish.” 
  The good news is that there is now a remedy 
for what had seemed like an unstoppable 
invasion. But it won’t come cheap, and it 
should serve as yet another reminder that 
owning pets comes with grave 
responsibilities.  
  Introducing alien species to any habitat can 
quickly lead to catastrophe, both for wildlife 
and for us: Not even counting invertebrates, 
such as Asian long-horned beetles, that are 
killing off great swaths of forest, invasive 

species now cost the American public $120 
billion every year.  
Log Book 
Hilliard man photographs quarries 
underwater 
Hilliard scuba enthusiast documents beauty of Ohio 
quarries with photos shot underwater 
http://www.dispatch.com/content/stories/life_and_entertain
ment/2014/01/27/depth-of-field.html 
 

 
Mark Thpmas with underwater camera rig @Circleville Twin Qs 

Never mind that the droplets on his beard froze 
almost instantly as his face popped through a 
rectangular opening in the ice at Circleville Twin 
Quarries. 
  Mark Thomas, an avid scuba diver, didn’t seem 
to notice the ice chunks clinking against his 
oxygen tank — or the 30-degree temperature, for 
that matter. 
  He was too busy snapping photographs of the 
wintry scene around him and recalling a sight he 
had just witnessed underwater. 
  “When the sun came out — man, was it sweet,” 
said Thomas, 54. 
  For more than three decades, the Hilliard 
resident has combined his passions of scuba 
diving and photography while exploring waters 
both far and near — including the half-dozen 
diving quarries in Ohio. 
  Only recently, though, has the dual hobby taken 
on a greater sense of purpose. 
  In the summer, when his photos became a topic 
of discussion among friends and divers on 
Facebook, Thomas was inspired to document 
what the quarries have to offer. 
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  “Instead of coral, there might be a tree,” he said. 
“Instead of a shark, it’s bass. There still is color. 
It’s just about taking time to look for it.” 
  Thomas has dubbed the informal effort “Discover 
Ohio’s Unseen World.” 
  Through social media, he shares pictures and 
encourages other divers to discover and 
appreciate the call of the quarries. 

 
Steve Hecker under the ice 

  “Everybody thinks you need to jaunt off to 
Indonesia, the Caribbean,” said Andy Silverman, a 
diving instructor and the owner of Columbus 
Scuba. 
  “But he brings out Ohio diving.” 
  Silverman has several poster-sized prints of 
Thomas works hanging in his North Side business. 
  “There is so much in these bodies of water that 
people don’t know about, and Mark puts it on 
paper.” 
  Who knew, for example, that Gilboa Quarry in 
northwestern Ohio boasts rock walls that resemble 
a saltwater reef off the coast of Mexico? 
  Or that, in August, freshwater jellyfish swim in the 

20-foot-deep Circleville quarry? 
  People who have seen photos shot by Thomas 
know. 
  To be sure, Thomas said, winter dives in Ohio 
don’t always yield stellar photos, as clouds and 
snow darken the water, and hibernating fish are 
hidden. Yet it does promise an adventure. 
  “Water is clearer in the winter,” he said. “You 
don’t have the wind, rain stirring things up." 
  Plus, he noted, a dive 80 feet away from the lone 
hole in 2-inch-thick ice triggers a rush. 
  He traces his passion for diving to his childhood, 
when, at age 14, he took a scuba-certification 
course; two years later, he bought his first 
underwater camera. 
  He made his first ice dive at 18 and has logged 
more than 200 such dives since. 
  Thomas, who works as a criminal investigator for 
a bank, dives most every weekend — a schedule 
that his wife has grown to expect. (His son, 14-
year-old Zach, is thinking about trying for diving 
certification this year.) 
  Besides quarries in Ohio, Thomas has looked at 
shipwrecks in the Great Lakes, gone cave-diving 
in northern Florida and marveled at the reefs off 
Mexico. 
  Perfecting his underwater photography, he said, 
required time. 
  “I can’t tell you how many thousands and 
thousands of bad photographs I took before the 
magic started happening,” he said. “There are no 
books on how to get these colors in these 
quarries. You have to think outside the box.” 
  About seven years ago, he began constructing 
the photographic system he uses today: a Nikon 
camera, a custom-fitted “housing” to protect the 
camera, two strobe lights and a fisheye lens. 
  His equipment has evolved as he has practiced 
with it in his living room. 
  In the water, he said, he relies on patience: He 
might sit at the bottom of a quarry for 20 minutes 
waiting for a bluegill to become comfortable with 
him. 
  Rich Lauer — membership chairman of the Ohio 
Council of Skin and Scuba Divers, which oversees 
training standards and legislative matters for 
divers — attests to the challenge that such photos 
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present. 
  “It’s easy to shoot a picture of an octopus and get 
a good shot, but it’s not as easy to shoot a 
freshwater clam and get an interesting shot,” said 
Lauer, of Reynoldsburg. 
  “Mark takes commonplace subjects and shows 
them in an uncommon way.” 
  Thomas also has an eye for seeing what others 
miss and willingly shares what he knows, Lauer 
said. 
  In fact, his efforts recently inspired Steve Hecker 
of Whitehall to buy an underwater camera. 
  Hecker has started learning from Thomas. 
Maybe more important, Thomas shares with 
novices his energy as well as passion for the art 
form. 
  “Forty years later, I’m still a big kid,” he said. “I 
can’t wait to get in the water.” 
award@dispatch.com 
@AllisonAWard 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
Mark Thomas was with Columbus Scuba Inc. (CSI) on 
01/19/14 with 11 other divers ice diving or learning about ice 
diving at Twin Quarry 01/19/14.  Vis was 20 foot water temp 
37* great day for everyone.  Photo is of Steve Hecker .MT 
 

Parting Thoughts & Shots 
Extreme close up: Massive 20 tonne whale 
shark dwarfs diver as he glides past less 
than a foot away 

• Group of three friends found the whale shark 
on a day trip diving 28 miles off the coast of Isla 
Mujeres, in Mexico 

• They got to within touching distance of the giant 
sea creature, which was part of a group of 
whale sharks they saw 

By WILLIAM TURVILL PUBLISHED: 11:08 EST, 30 
January 2014 | UPDATED: 12:25 EST, 30 January 2014 
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2548806/The-
incredible-moment-photographer-got-touching-distance-
30ft-whale-shark-diving-ocean.html 
 
These incredible photographs show the moment a diver 
got to within touching distance of a 33ft (10m) shark. 
Three friends, including photographer Pablo 
Cersosimo, 45, from Argentina, found the whale shark - 
which is relatively harmless but would have weighed 
around 20 tonnes -  

  My favourite photo shows my friend 
swimming towards the shark as it gives you a 
complete dimension of the size of 
this beautiful beast.’  
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AD Rates 
S’Nag-A-News monthly advertising rates are as follows: 
 
Business Card $4.00 
1/4 Page $10.00 
1/2 Page $20.00 
Full Page $30.00 
 
Club members receive a 10% discount on advertising 
rates. Non-members receive a 10% discount for three 
months paid in advance. 
 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: 8:00 p.m., Plank’s Café, Thurs., Feb.6 
2014. Program: Mark Thomas on Underwater Photography 
in Ohio 
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(614) 546-9018 (cell) 
president@seanags.com 
 

Vice President 
Steve &b Maggie Ranft 
(614) 834-3941  
vicepresident@seanags.com 
 

Treasurer 
Glenn Mitchell 
614- 272-2448 

treasurer@seanags.com 
 

Secretary 
Josh Carney 
secretary@seanags.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Rob Robison 
(614)-546-9018 
newsletter@seanags.com 
 

The Columbus Sea Nags  
Rob Robison 
6803 Maplebrook Lane 
Columbus, Ohio 43235 


