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General Meeting Minutes 
Present: Steve Ranft, Mag Ranft, Jim 
Wickline, Andy Dennis, Glenn Mitchell, Ryan 
Jones, Laurel Sheppard, Dave Foley, Marty 
Bailey 
 
Program – Midwest Diving presented by 
Laurel Sheppard 
 

50/50 Raffle winner 
 
 

Member Raffle 
 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
$ 6,558.86 

 

 
Announcements  

1. 2017 marks 60th Anniversary of the 
Columbus Sea Nags. 
2. Clothing embroidery is $9.50 per item for our 
3 color logo.  We have 11 items but need 12, 
so bring your clothing in soon! 
3.  2017 Club trip to Cozumel will be March 4th 
thru March 11th.   
4. 2016 Club membership dues are $30.00, 
$40 for husband/wife. 2016 Ohio Council dues 
are $9.00. 
5. Please contact Laurel Sheppard and Dave 
Foley with any program ideas for 2017.   
6. Please contact Ryan Jones and Steve 
Locsey with any activities and dive ideas for 
2017. 

7. Our World Underwater Dive and Travel Expo 
will be held in Chicago, February 24-26, 2017.  
FMI:  www.ourworldunderwater.com/chicago 
8. Club logo patches and decals are available 
to new club members as a part of their 
membership dues. Returning members can 
purchase extra decals/stickers at a cost of 
$1.00 each—these are plastic/waterproof--and 
extra patches for $2.00 each while they last. 
Dues can be mailed to: 

Glenn Mitchell 
120 N. Warren Ave. 
Columbus, OH  43204 

9. Facebook: You can find the Club Facebook 
page by going to: http://en-
gb.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Sea-Nags-SCUBA-

Divers-/289276535926?v=wall, thanks to Andy 
Dennis. 
10. Twitter page!! Thanks to Josh Carney, 

the club now has a Twitter page: 
<@CbusSeaNags>. Check it out today! 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
                                           2017 
Feb 
    2 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Ohio  
       Shipwrecks: What is in Your ‘Backyard’?, Linda Pansing 
       MAST 
  16 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Mar 
    2 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Grenada 
       Video 
    4 – 11 Club Dive trip to Cozumel 
  16 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Apr 
    6 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Marty 
       Bailey’s Malta trip 
  20 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
  22 – 24 Bonne Terre Mine, Bonne Terre, MO 
May 
    4 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  18 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
June 
    1 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  10 Dive In at Circleville Dive Center 
  15 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
July 
    6 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  20 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Aug 
    3 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  17 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
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  19 – 22 Club Dive at Pennyroyal Quarry 
  26 Corn Roast/Swap Meet 
Sept 
    7 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  21 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Oct 
    5 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  19 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Nov 
    2 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  16 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Dec 
    7 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  21 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
 
 
 Monthly meeting programs subject to change without notice. 
 
 

Executive Meeting Highlights 
January 19 @ Planks, 7:00 PM Present: Steve 

Ranft, Mag Ranft, Glenn Mitchell, Ryan 
Jones, Dave Foley, Donn Ellerbrock, Gerry 
Kubatska 

We started discussing some ideas on how to 
celebrate the 60th Anniversary activity (dive, 
cookout, etc) of the Columbus Sea Nags. 

Ryan Jones is starting the 2017 dive calendar. 
Steve Ranft and Donn Ellerbrock will be 

investigating organizations and ways that 
Sea Nags may volunteer as a club. 

All members are welcome to attend 
Executive Meetings 

 
 
 
 

Dive Reports 
Please send dive reports to 

<ColumbusSeaNagsNewsletter@gmail.com> 

 
Brought to you by 

Lakeview RV Park 
Full Hook-ups • Scuba Diving • Propane 

Laundry• Swimming• Fishing• Wi-Fi 

(740) 653-4519 

Joey & Terrie Stewart 
2715 Sugar Grove Rd.  Fax (740) 653-5606 
Lancaster, OH 43130  rvatlakeview.com 

Spasms  
None reported 
Oral Reports 
None reported 

Written Reports 
None reported 

 
 

Environmental News 
Research helps protect loggerhead turtles 
By University of Exeter,  Jan 13, 2017 

 
Loggerhead turtle.  Credit: Alan Rees 

 
A long-running research and conservation project is 
helping save an at-risk species of turtle. 
 
Work to protect loggerhead turtles in and around 
Greece has been undertaken for over 30 years by 
local NGO ARCHELON, the Sea Turtle Protection 
Society of Greece, and as part of the project 
scientists from the University of Exeter have tagged 
and tracked hundreds of turtles in the Amvrakikos 
Gulf. 
 
Loggerheads were officially listed as "endangered" 
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until last year, when the species was given the lower 
threat level of "vulnerable" on the IUCN Red List 
of Threatened Species. 
 
"The situation of loggerheads has improved thanks 
to concerted conservation efforts, but there's more 
work to do if we want to see continued 
improvement," said Dr Alan Rees, of the Centre for 
Ecology and Conservation on the University of 
Exeter's Penryn Campus in Cornwall. 
 
"Previous studies have generally involved tagging 
female turtles on nesting beaches, but that method 
doesn't give us information on males and juveniles. 
 
"For this research we studied turtles in their 
foraging area and used flipper tagging, satellite 
tracking and genetics to establish where they had 
come from and where they go when moving from 
where we found them." 
 
The results of the research, published in the journal 
Marine Biology, show most of the 700 loggerheads 
observed in the Amvrakikos Gulf came from 
nesting populations within 125 miles (200km). 
 
But the scientists were surprised when one female 
travelled ten times as far, swimming well over 
1,000 miles -- first to Syria and then to Turkey to 
breed. 
 
"The thing that baffles me is that they generally 
migrate in the spring but this turtle moved in the 
summer," said Dr Rees, who also works for 
ARCHELON. 
 
"It arrived in Turkey in the autumn, stayed over 
winter then moved to the nearby breeding area the 
next year. 
 
"Perhaps it left nine months early to make sure it 
arrived in time for breeding, which was probably 
sensible as its original journey took it hundreds of 
miles out of its way." 

 
Mediterranean loggerheads, most of which nest in 
Greece, Turkey, Cyprus and Libya, are one of ten 
sub-populations of the species worldwide. 
 
Many loggerheads travel far away from where they 
hatch, but they return to that area to breed. 
 

 
Source: 

https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/01/170
113155445.htm 

 
Reef fish that conquer fear of sharks may help 

control excess algae 
By University of California – Davis  Jan. 13, 2017 

 
Blacktip reef sharks are apex predators in Mo'orea, French 
Polynesia, where they create landscapes of fear for reef fish. 
Credit: Mike Gil/UC Davis 

 
If there was a top-rated restaurant in a dangerous 
part of the city, chances are some brave souls would 
be willing to risk it all for a delicious meal. 
 
So it goes with coral reef fish dining on algae in 
French Polynesia, according to a study from the 
University of California, Davis. 
 
Fear Factors 
 
The study, published Jan. 12 in the journal Ecology, 
found that coral reef fish, like some land-based 
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animals, experience "landscapes of fear." The term 
describes how fish and other organisms perceive the 
safety of their environment based on where and how 
much shelter from predators is available. 
 
However, after setting up different sized "buffets" 
of algae at study locations off the remote island of 
Mo'orea, the researchers found that reef fish are 
willing to move past that fear. They will stray far 
from their sheltered coral refuge and risk the 
possibility of being eaten by sharks and other 
predators, especially if the payoff in tasty algae is 
higher. 
 
"It's the idea of hazardous duty pay," said lead 
author Mike Gil, a National Science Foundation 
postdoctoral fellow in UC Davis' Department of 
Environmental Science and Policy. "If you worked 
construction at a particularly dangerous site, you 
would want higher pay. Similarly, these fish also 
appear willing to take on greater risk to capitalize 
on greater food rewards." 
 
How fish feeding behavior protects coral reefs 
 
While coral reefs provide shelter from predators, 
reef fish have a critical job to do in return: They eat 
algae that, in high abundance, kill corals. 
 
However, algae multiply as coastal development 
and other human activities bring increasing amounts 
of nutrient pollution to the ocean. Understanding 
how fish feeding behavior responds to algal blooms, 
overfishing, and other disturbances is important for 
coral reef conservation and requires further study, 
Gil said. 
 
"Our findings suggest that if we prevent overfishing 
in coral reefs, intact fish communities can at least 
partially counteract increases in algae by using this 
food incentive to overcome their fear of being eaten 
in dangerous parts of the reef," Gil said. "So fish 
boldness may play an important role in large-scale 
algal blooms that result from nutrient pollution and 

threaten coral reefs worldwide." 
 

Source: 
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2017/01/170

113155618.htm 
 
 

Log Book 
Diving into the mysteries of WW II Bell Island 
shipwrecks 
By Maggie Gillis, CBC News  Dec. 19, 2016

 
A diver explores the wreck of PLM 27. 

 
A group of researchers will explore the underwater 
battlefields off the coast of Bell Island, to try to 
uncover more about what happened when four ore 
carriers were sunk off Newfoundland by German U-
boats in 1942.  
 
Memorial University archaeology student Daniel 
Rees, whose great grandmother nursed the injured 
sailors, was awarded a JR Smallwood Foundation 
research grant to study the shipwrecks. 
 
Rees told CBC Radio's St. John's Morning Show he 
will use forensic analysis — similar to methods 
employed by crime scene investigators — to learn 
about the tactics used by the Germans and piece 
together how the attacks unfolded. 
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Daniel Rees says archival research work on the project will 
begin immediately, with divers in the water at the beginning of 
July. 

 
"We can understand the angles the torpedoes would 
have fired from the German U-boats, we can 
understand where they would have been in relation 
to where the guns on the island are that would have 
been firing back at them, so we can really try to 
reconstruct everything," said Rees, who received 
approximately $4,500 from the foundation on 
Monday. 
 
The SS Saganaga and SS Lord Strathcona were 
struck by torpedoes on the same day, Sept. 5, 1942. 
The SS Rose Castle and the Free French Forces 
vessel PLM27 were hit later that year. In total, 70 
men were killed. 
 
Rees said while many divers have explored the Bell 
Island wrecks, his archeological study will include 
the use of sonar to map the area and also determine 
the rate of deterioration of the vessels. 
 

 
Rees says getting local divers and the community involved in 
the project will create stewards of preservation for the wrecks. 
(Ocean Quest Adventures) 

 
He said the site is popular with recreational divers 
because many artifacts are still where they were 
when the ships went down.  
 
"The cartridges of ammunition are there and you 
can see the bullets, and the brass is still shiny, the 
rifles that the men had on hand are still there laying 
on the deck, the toilet seat is still left up."  
Family connection 
 
Rees has a personal connection to the project. His 
family is from Bell Island, and his great-
grandmother was living in a white saltbox house in 
Lance Cove when the attacks happened. Her brother 
rowed out in a dory and rescued men that had been 
thrown into the icy water. 
 
"They were beat up or drowning. He hauled them 
out of the water and then brought them into the 
house where my great-grandmother Emma was able 
to provide first aid," said Rees. 
 
"My grandmother, [who was] eight or nine years 
old, she remembers the number of men that were 
strewn around the house, in the living room, in the 
kitchen, and just going around to each of them 
making sure they had water. If they were bleeding, 
it was tended to." 
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The U-boat attacks on the Bell Island ore ships in 1942 were 
designated as an Event of Provincial Significance in 2011. 
(seethesites.ca) 

 
That personal history has drawn Rees to learn more 
about the shipwrecks, and he said diving on them is 
a very intimate feeling.  
 
"I almost feel a duty or responsibility to this part of 
history ... to take what I've learned in university and 
bring that back and provide some contribution to 
sharing the history about the wrecks."  
 

 
This is a processed, multi-beam SONAR Image of the SS 
Saganaga. (Ken Keeping/Maritime Survey Services) 

 
History student Rebecca Smith and underwater 
archeologist Ken Keeping, along with volunteer 
divers from the Shipwreck Preservation Society of 
Newfoundland and Labrador, will be working with 
Rees on the 12-month project. 
 
The team also wants to hear personal stories from 

other people who have a connection to what 
happened off Bell Island in 1942. If you have a 
story to share you can reach them at 
bellislandshipwreckproject2017@gmail.com. 
 

Source: 
http://oceanexplorer.noaa.gov/explorations/16battlef

ield/logs/sept10/sept10.html 
 

 
Why scuba diving is surprisingly bad for 
your teeth 
By Sam Downing, Dec 22, 2016 

 
 
If you were quizzed on the common dangers 
on scuba diving, you’d likely answer “the 
bends” or “burst eyeballs capillaries” or 
“popped eardrums” — “ruined teeth” probably 
wouldn’t make your list. 
 
But nearly half of divers experience ominous 
sounding “dental symptoms” in the water, 
according to a new study from the University at 
Buffalo’s School of Dental Medicine. 
 
It’s all down to the constant jaw-clenching and 
changes in atmospheric pressure that can 
cause dental troubles (or exacerbate existing 
ones) ranging from tooth, jaw and gum pain to 
loosened crowns and broken fillings. 
 
The study’s lead author Vinisha Ranna — who 
was inspired to undertake the research after 
experiencing a squeezing sensation in her 
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teeth on her first dive in 2013 — noted that “the 
potential for damage is high during scuba 
diving”. 
 
She determined how common dental woes are 
by surveying 100 certified recreational divers. 
 
Ranna found that 42 percent of respondents 
experienced barodontalgia (the same 
squeezing sensation that affected her), 24 
percent described pain from holding the air 
regulator in their mouths too tightly, and 22 
percent reported jaw pain. 
 
Molars are the most common spot to feel 
painful while diving, and dive instructors who 
spend the most time at shallower depths — 
where pressure fluctuations are the greatest — 
are mostly likely to be affected. 
 
“An unhealthy tooth underwater would be much 
more obvious than on the surface. One 
hundred feet underwater is the last place you 
want to be with a fractured tooth,” Ranna 
observed in a statement. 
 
She advised wannabe divers to think about 
seeing their dentist before taking the plunge. 
 
“Considering the air supply regulator is held in 
the mouth, any disorder in the oral cavity can 
potentially increase the diver’s risk of injury,” 
she said. “A dentist can look and see if diving 
is affecting a patient’s oral health.” 

 
Source: 

http://coach.nine.com.au/2016/12/23/09/44/scuba-
diving-dental-problems 

 
 
Stay Away from that Propeller! 
By Undercurrent.org 

It's often been stated in Undercurrent that the 
most dangerous thing you are likely to 

encounter while scuba diving is your own boat.  
We've had reports of people losing fingers to a 
dive ladder hinging in a swell, but the most 
hazardous situation is a turning propeller.  If a 
vessel were to put into gear and back up to a 
diver making his way to the stern, he could 
easily be drawn into those revolving blades. 
 
Even the unprotected propeller of a small 
outboard motor could kill you, so image the 
horror of being in the water near the massive 
propeller of a freighter when it unexpectedly 
starts to turn. 
 
Old footage reappeared on a newspaper 
website in late November of amateur divers 
casually inspecting the underside of a ship that 
had evidently gone aground near Miami.  Two 
divers make the mistake of thinking that insce 
the vessel was tied up to a bridge, it wasn't 
going anywhere.  Wrong! 
 
One of the divers, Phil Jaynes, uploaded the 
clip to YouTube, saying: "We made the 
assumption that if the ship was tied up, it 
wouldn't turn on the propellers" and recently 
responded to comments by stating, "If anyone 
is still wondering, I'm alive, and yes, we were 
stupid for being there; kids, don't do what we 
did." 
 
Video: http://www.dailystar.co.uk/news/latest-
news/562565/scuba-horrific-deep-sea-mistake-
underwater-panic-video 
 

Travel Info 
Rigid Rules for Flying with Lithium 
Batteries 
By Undercurrent.org  

To determine whether you can carry your 
lithium batteries on board a plane requires your 
close inspection of the batteries. 
 
You see, it depends on their configuration and 
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either Watt/Hour (Wh) rating for rechargeable 
batteries or Lithium Content (LC) for non-
rechargeable batteries.  To convert Amp/hours 
(Ah) to Wh, multiply the marked Ah rating by 
the rated voltage of the battery. (There are 
1000 mAh in 1 Ah). 
 
Less than 100Wh or 2G (LC) batteries 
contained in equipment can be carried on or 
stowed in your checked baggage.  Typically, 
the AA batteries commonly used in much 
photographic equipment fall into this category.  
However, you must carry spare batteries with 
you, not checked in. 
 
Laptops usually have 11.1v batteries while 
mobile phones use 3.7v.  More than 100Wh 
but less than 160Wh batteries can be carried 
on or checked if installed within a laptop, 
camera or mobile phone, but you must carry 
your spares (a maximum of two).  However, 
you should get approval for the spares from 
check-in staff.  If you have a video or power 
dive light, check the size of the batteries if they 
are lithium.  They will be marked with 
Ah/voltage or Wh. 
 
Batteries of more than 160Wh can only be 
presented to check-in staff and packed in your 
checked luggage in accordance with IATA 
Dangerous Goods Regulations.  Generally, 
large lithium battery packs such as used in 
DPVs are barred from air transport.  If you 
want to transport such a DPV by air, check that 
its battery pack is ni-cad. 
 
If you carry on spare batteries, their terminals 
must be protected from short-circuiting by 
either enclosing them in their original 
packaging, taping over the terminals, or 
carrying each battery in a seperate plastic bag.  
Batteries in the mobile phones, laptops, etc., 
that you can check must be switched off and 
measures taken, if necessary, to ensure they 

cannot be accidently activated.  More Info: 
http://www.iata.org/whatwedo/cargo/dgr/Pages/
index.aspx 
 
 
U.S. Passport changes are coming 
By Shannon McMahon  Oct. 27, 2016 

Passport changes are coming, and if you plan 
on traveling in the future—especially if you’re 
among the 49 million Americans whose 
passports will expire in the next few years—
you need to know what passport changes are 
in store. 
 
While it may seem easy enough to acquire or 
renew a passport if and when you plan a trip, 
the State Department says there’s about to be 
a massive backlog of passport applications. 
(More on that in a minute.) Plus, passports 
themselves are going to change. Here’s what 
you should know about both the expected 
passport application delays and the passport 
changes coming in the years ahead. 
 
You Should Renew Your Passport Now 
 
A decade ago, an important piece of travel 
legislation made American passports much 
more in-demand. The State Department saw 
an "unprecedented surge" in applications when 
a 2007 law enacted by the 9/11 Commission 
established passports as necessary for all 
travel to and from Canada, Mexico, and the 
Caribbean. Millions of travelers acquired 10-
year passports that year as a result, and now 
they're all about to expire. It's safe to assume 
many of those passport holders will need to 
renew, which means that passport applications 
will jump significantly once again. 
 
REAL ID Changes Aren’t Helping 
 
A newer federal law, the REAL ID Act, will 
soon enforce updates to all state-level 
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identification in the form of security features 
like machine-readable data. Now people in 
some states that are lagging behind in the 
technology are realizing that their licenses 
might soon be invalid for air travel—even on 
domestic trips. That could mean a rise in 
passport applications as well. 
 
Travelers using IDs issued by certain states—
for example, Maine and Missouri—could be 
turned away at the gate starting in 2018 if their 
state doesn't adjust to the new standards in 
time. Some states are under review and have 
been given a deadline extension, but all 
licenses must comply with the standards by 
2020. Frequent travelers worried that their 
state won't comply in time may go ahead and 
renew or acquire a passport instead. Find out if 
your state has complied or been given an 
extension here. 
 
Expect New Security Features 
 
Like state IDs, passports will now include 
added technology to ensure security and 
decrease fraud. Catching up with many other 
countries, U.S. passports changes mean that 
new passports will include a data chip that can 
provide all your personal info upon scanning it 
onto a computer. You can also expect your 
new passport to be lighter—rather than the 52-
page passports of the past, only 28 pages will 
be included unless you opt to get more. 
 
Double Check Children’s Passports 
 
If you've lost track of when your own passport 
needs renewing and you travel with children, 
double-check your child's passport as well. 
Child passports are only valid for five years, 
and they're subject to more paperwork, like 
parental consent forms and proof of a parent-
child relationship. 
 

How to Renew Your Passport 
 
You can apply for or renew a passport online 
through the State Department, or in person at 
an eligible local agency like the post office. 
Make sure you follow instructions carefully and 
meet all the requirements, like the new rule 
against wearing glasses in your passport 
photo. Doing so could further delay the 
process. 
Correction: An earlier version of this story stated 

wearing glasses in a passport photo could mean re-

applying and again paying the application fee. 

According to the Department of State, photos can 

be re-submitted without again paying the fee. 
 

Source: 
https://www.smartertravel.com/2016/10/27/passport

-
changes/?source=98&u=OURF8YMNQD&nltv=36

9_b&nl_cs=32070329::::::369_b 
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AD Rates 

S’Nag-A-News monthly advertising rates are as follows: 
 
Business Card $4.00 
1/4 Page $10.00 
1/2 Page $20.00 
Full Page $30.00 
 
Club members receive a 10% discount on advertising 
rates. Non-members receive a 10% discount for three 
months paid in advance. 

 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: 8:00 p.m., Plank’s Café, Thurs., 
February 2, 2017. Ohio Shipwrecks: What is in Your 
‘Backyard’?, Linda Pansing MAST 
 

OFFICERS 2017 

President Steve Ranft 
(614) 309-4138  
steveranft@hotmail.com 
 

Vice President 

Ryan Jones 
rmjones1482@gmail.com 
 

Treasurer 

Glenn Mitchell 
(614) 272-2448 

glenn-mitchell@att.net 
 

Secretary 

Dave Foley 
dave.foley68@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 

Gerry Kubatska 
(614)307-3668 
gkubatska@gmail.com 
 

 

The Columbus Sea Nags  
 
 

 


