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General Meeting Minutes 
Present: Steve Ranft, Glenn Mitchell, Ryan 
Jones, Laurel Sheppard, Dave Foley, Marty 
Bailey,  Don Ellerbrock,  John Guegold, Steve 
Locsey, Gerry Kubatska, Mag Ranft, Andy 
Dennis, Mark Thomas, Randy Fleming, Ryan 
Parkevich, Pat S 
 
Program – “Underwater Photograghy” – 
Presented by Mark Thomas 
 

50/50 Raffle winner 
Glenn Mitchell (winnings $8.50) 

 
Member Raffle 

1) Don Ellerbrock,  Prize = T-Shirt 
donated by Ryan Jones   
2) Dave Foley,  Prize = T-Shirt donated by 
Ryan Jones 
3) Mag Ranft,  Prize = T-Shirt donated by 
Ryan Jones 
4) Steve Locsey, Prize = Long Sleeve 
Shirt donated by Ryan Jones 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

$ 6,743.86 

 

 
Announcements  

1.    Janet Dew, one of the early members of 
the Sea Nags from the 1960’s recently passed 
of cancer.  Janet & her husband, Danny, 
donated two vintage Sea Nags windbreakers 
and old newsletters to the club.   
 

2.    Prior to the Dive-In on June 10th, the club 
will be meeting at 10 am at Circleville Dive 
Center to do some work.  Current thoughts are 
to paint the picnic tables & create racks for 
gear around the South Quarry shelter.  More 
details will be provided during the meeting on 
June 1st. 
3. 2017 marks 60th Anniversary of the 
Columbus Sea Nags.  Steak Dinner July 29th at 
the Ranft residence.  Free to club members 
and $15 per person for non club members.   
4. 2016 Club membership dues are $30.00, 
$40 for husband/wife. 2016 Ohio Council dues 
are $9.00. 
5. Please contact Laurel Sheppard and Dave 
Foley with any program ideas for 2017.   
6. Please contact Ryan Jones and Steve 
Locsey with any activities and dive ideas for 
2017. 
7. Club logo patches and decals are available 
to new club members as a part of their 
membership dues. Returning members can 
purchase extra decals/stickers at a cost of 
$1.00 each—these are plastic/waterproof--and 
extra patches for $2.00 each while they last. 
Dues can be mailed to: 

Glenn Mitchell 
120 N. Warren Ave. 
Columbus, OH  43204 

8. Facebook: You can find the Club Facebook 
page by going to: http://en-
gb.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Sea-Nags-SCUBA-

Divers-/289276535926?v=wall, thanks to Andy 
Dennis. 
9. Twitter page!! Thanks to Josh Carney, the 

club now has a Twitter page: 
<@CbusSeaNags>. Check it out today! 

 

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
                                           2017 
June 
    1 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Cozumel 
       Dive trip 
    3 Wreck-A-Palooza  
       (http://www.inlandseas.org/event/wreck-a-palooza-2017/) 
  10 Dive In at Circleville Dive Center 
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  15 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
July 
    6 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: No Program  
       Only a social meeting 
    8 – 9 3rd Annual Club Dive Weekend at White Star Quarry 
  20 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
  29 Sea Nags 60th Anniversary Celebration 
Aug 
    3 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Dave Foleys 
       St Croix trip 
  17 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
  18 – 21 Club Dive at Pennyroyal Quarry Hopkinsville, KY 
  26 Corn Roast/Swap Meet 
 
Sept 
    7 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Great Lakes 
       Acoustic Telemetry Observation System 
  21 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Oct 
    5 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Pennyroyal 
       Revisited 
  19 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Nov 
    2 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Sea Hunt 
       episode 
  16 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
Dec 
    7 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: TBD 
  21 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM 
 
 
 Monthly meeting programs subject to change without notice. 
 
 

Executive Meeting Highlights 
March 16 @ Planks, 7:00 PM Present: Steve 

Ranft, Mag Ranft, Gerry Kubatska, Donn 
Ellerbrock, Dave Foley, Ryan Jones 

 
Solicitation of ‘Community Outreach’ ideas is 

under way. 
Some of the tasks that may be undertaken on 

the June 10th ‘Donation’ Day at Circleville 
Dive Center include:  Paint Picnic tables, 
building of gear racks, brush clearing, and 
dock building.    Start time will be 10am. 

National Museum of the Great lakes is hosting 
“Wreck-A-Palooza” on June 3rd and October 
7th.  Register Online at: nmgl.eventbrite.com               
For more information, please visit: 
www.inlandseas.com 

Any ideas to increase club membership? 

3rd Annual White Star Campout and Dive:  The 
club will reserve 2 or 3 campsites.  The club 
will get an estimate of participants at the next 
general meeting. 

Renewing the relationship between Columbus 
Sea Nags Dive Club and Underwater 
Connection is under consideration and 
review. 

A list of “Shows and Events” from Dive Industry 
Association, Inc. was presented for review. 

 
All members are welcome to attend 

Executive Meetings 

 

 

Dive Reports 
Please send dive reports to 

<ColumbusSeaNagsNewsletter@gmail.com> 
 

Brought to you by 

Lakeview RV Park 
Full Hook-ups • Scuba Diving • Propane 

Laundry• Swimming• Fishing• Wi-Fi 

(740) 653-4519 

Joey & Terrie Stewart 
2715 Sugar Grove Rd.  Fax (740) 653-5606 

Lancaster, OH 43130  rvatlakeview.com 

Spasms  
None reported 
Oral Reports 
None reported 

Written Reports 
None reported 
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Environmental News 
Global coral reef restoration effort launches in 

the Caribbean 
By Carin,  April 27, 2017 

 

 
Spawning elkhorn coral, Acropora palmata, an endangered 

Caribbean key species, photo Paul Selvaggio 
 
With the Global Coral Restoration Project, 
SECORE International, the California Academy 
of Sciences and The Nature Conservancy seal 
their commitment to help rehabilitate coral 
reefs and preserve them for future generations. 
This project aims to study and apply coral 
restoration techniques and practices on a 
larger scale, integrating coordinated 
conservation, education and outreach efforts. 
By seeding reefs with sexually reproduced 
coral offspring, this project aims to help 
maintain corals' genetic diversity which in turn 
maximizes their ability to adapt to future 
conditions. Furthermore, working with sexual 
coral restoration has the great potential to 
produce huge numbers of coral offspring from 
one coral spawning event. The project includes 
training for partners from island nations and 
territories, including organizations capable of 
translating their efforts into local management 
plans that support this large-scale coral 
restoration initiative. The Global Coral 
Restoration Project starts in the Caribbean and 
is planned to expand into the Pacific region 

after its initial phase. 
 
“Alarmed by the catastrophic state of their coral 
reefs, people have made various attempts to 
restore coral cover with restoration measures,” 
says Dr. Dirk Petersen, Executive Director and 
Founder of SECORE. “However, outcomes 
have often been short-lived and lacked an 
integrated concept. Moreover, the true 
capabilities of coral restoration have not been 
exhausted yet. With our joint Global Coral 
Restoration Project we aim at changing that.” 
 
A Caribbean start 
 
Coral reefs are hotspots of diversity that host 
countless plants and animals. They are a 
source of livelihood for millions of people and 
function as essential coastal protection against 
the frequent tropical storms. Today, coral reefs 
are on the decline worldwide and doomsday 
scenarios of their fate have been spreading 
broadly in the media. In the Caribbean, coral 
reefs have been seriously degrading over the 
last three decades, with hurricanes, disease 
outbreaks and mass die-offs taking their toll. 
Key reef-building species, such as the elkhorn 
and staghorn corals, are critically 
endangered―one focus of this collaborative 
project is to assist in the rehabilitation of those 
species. 
 
The first phase of the Global Coral Restoration 
Project will focus on the Caribbean. Scientists 
of the three key-partner organizations have 
gathered profound knowledge about coral 
reproduction and how to restore and conserve 
corals of the Caribbean, and plan to use a wide 
array of tools to implement coral restoration on 
largerscales. 
 
“The Nature Conservancy has been working 
throughout the Caribbean for over 40 years, 
helping to establish millions of acres of marine 
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protected areas and learning from multiple 
coral restoration efforts including our own,” 
says Dr. Luis Solorzano, Executive Director 
Caribbean Division, The Nature Conservancy. 
“Through this collaboration with SECORE and 
the California Academy of Sciences, we will 
accelerate the science and innovation required 
for scaling up coral restoration efforts. Our 
efforts can help to ensure healthy and resilient 
Caribbean reefs.” 
 
Within the frame of the Global Coral 
Restoration Project, hands-on practices will be 
shared with local stakeholders, in turn enabling 
a more comprehensive approach to assist in 
the rehabilitation and active restoration of coral 
reefs. During the past few years, the project 
partners have studied how to raise large 
numbers of delicate coral larvae of several 
Caribbean species, practiced less labor-
intensive ways of seeding coral recruits on 
reefs, developed protocols to choose suitable 
restoration sites and learned how to efficiently 
monitor ongoing restoration success. 
 
How to restore reefs on larger scales 
 
Over the last decade, SECORE and partners 
have pioneered the study of sexual coral 
restoration applications, a relatively young 
research discipline. Taking advantage of the 
corals' sexual reproduction has the potential of 
producing huge numbers of genetically unique 
coral recruits—millions, if done correctly. 
Those coral recruits could be raised from one 
spawning event: coral gametes are collected in 
the wild or at the laboratory and fertilized in 
vitro. The resulting larvae are cared for and 
provided with settlement substrates when they 
are ready to metamorphose into a coral polyp. 
 
SECORE is currently developing and testing 
techniques to raise and handle large amounts 
of coral offspring. The time and manpower 

required to handle coral offspring and plant 
them onto wild reefs often limit restoration 
efforts. Accordingly, SECORE and partners 
have designed coral settlement substrates that 
self-attach to the reefs, enabling seeding coral 
recruits to join the reef in meaningful numbers. 
SECORE and partners are currently 
conducting pilot projects for larger-scale sexual 
coral restoration on Curaçao and in Mexico. 
 
Education and sharing knowledge 
 
Through this partnership, three capacity-
building centers will be established in the 
Caribbean: in Mexico, Curacao, and the U.S. 
Virgin Islands. At each location, a local team of 
experts will test and refine sexual reproduction 
techniques, and share these through capacity-
building trainings and workshops with coral 
reef practitioners around the world. In addition, 
local communities will be actively involved in 
the process, providing local partners with 
outreach tools to facilitate community 
engagement. Integrating the communities that 
are impacted by this work is critical to making 
any restoration and conservation efforts 
successful in the long-term. 
 
“Our capacity building centers will foster 
research and technology development, 
exchange of knowledge and expertise, and 
provide training courses and outreach”, says 
Dirk Petersen. “We will host annual training 
workshops for Caribbean stakeholders. The 
centers will function as bases to expand our 
network and to guide local restoration 
practitioners who have been fighting the 
decline of their reefs on their own. By joining 
forces and coordinating efforts in many places 
around the Caribbean, we can make a real 
change for the survival of coral reefs.” 
 
The first task of the new alliance will be the 
kick-off workshop entitled “New techniques for 
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coral restoration in the Caribbean” on Curaçao 
this May. Representatives of stakeholders 
throughout the Caribbean and scientists from 
various disciplines will meet to learn hands-on 
practices—including collecting and fertilizing 
coral gametes and practicing the handling of 
larvae to be seeded onto degraded reefs—and 
share theoretical background knowledge. Each 
workshop will build on the last, incorporating 
lessons learned and refining the techniques 
that enable lasting, larger-scale coral 
restoration. 
 
You will find the original press release here! 

 
 

Source: 
https://blog.divessi.com/global-coral-reef-

restoration-effort-launches-caribbean-2679.html 

 

 

Scientists track threatened weedy seadragon 

population using marine 'facial recognition' 
By Nicole Chettle  May 13, 2017 

 
Photo: The technology will allow scientists to track weedy 

seadragons without having to tag them. (Supplied: Kris 

O'Keefe) 

 

Sydney scientists are using the marine equivalent of 

facial recognition software to photograph and track 

weedy seadragons off the coast of New South 

Wales, Victoria and Tasmania. 

 

They fear the species, which is endemic to 

Australia, could be dying out in some areas and may 

need to be reclassified from near threatened to 

endangered. 

 

Selma Klanten, a marine biologist at the University 

of Technology Sydney (UTS), is conducting a two-

year study into the species, which is found in waters 

from Port Stephens, north of Sydney, across the 

south of the continent including Tasmania and in 

Western Australia. 

 

Dr Klanten has enlisted the help of expert divers 

and citizen scientists, including Kris O'Keefe. These 

divers photograph the fish and analyse their 

colourful flanks. 

 

"The software program allows us to map out the 

markings on the side of a weedy seadragon and it 

becomes a unique fingerprint for the weedies," Ms 

O'Keefe said. 

 

"And it will tell us if it's David or Greg or Alisha" 

Dr Klanten added, "Because every single new 

seadragon we have gets a name so we can follow it 

over the years." 

 

"You don't have to handle it, you don't have to put 

tags on it. It's just a beautiful photograph that will 

help us." 

 

Researcher John Turnbull said the kelp that the 

seadragons depended on appeared to be thinning out 

at Kurnell in Sydney's south. 

 

"The numbers here are down. This is the best site in 

Sydney, so you can still see them here reliably," he 

said. 

 

Seadragons now further out of Sydney Harbour 

 

'Dragon alley', a dive site off Barrenjoey Head at 

Sydney's northern most point, is no longer home to 
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the species it was named after. 

 

Scientists say that Botany Bay, where Captain Cook 

landed nearly 250 years ago, has also been 

devastated. 

 

UTS professor of marine ecology, David Booth, 

said there were no seadragons there now at all. 

 

"The outer sites are doing fine at the moment, but 

clearly industrialisation and sedimentation has 

reduced the kelps which in turn has meant the 

seadragons are probably not dead, but have 

relocated further out of the harbour," he said. 

 

Rising ocean temperatures were a concern too he 

said, warning that research on the Great Barrier 

Reef showed fish stocks could quickly disappear. 

 

"All of a sudden a threshold is reached and a 

species is gone. So even though we think there's 

going to be a steady decline and we can monitor it, 

it can happen suddenly and that's the fear," 

Professor Booth said. 

 

 
Photo: This baby weedy seadragon measures about 10 

centimetres. (Supplied: Kris O'Keefe) 

 

Scientists 'shocked' to find no seadragons in 

River Derwent 

 

Dr Klanten said a 2016 survey in Tasmania failed to 

identify any weedy seadragons in the River 

Derwent. 

 

"We went to those three sites, did our surveys and 

did not find one single individual, which shocked us 

a little bit," she said. 

 

"Because we needed some samples from Tasmania, 

we went up to Bicheno. There it's a very clear and 

beautiful area and we found eight." 

 

Dr Klanten said locals were also worried about the 

seadragon population in the Melbourne suburb of 

Portsea. 

 

"Since the channel got deepened in 2009 for the 

port development in Melbourne, wave action [has] 

destroyed the habitat," Dr Klanten said. 

 

She said instead of seeing between 50 and 80 

seadragons under the pier, they found only eight. 

 

Each population has a slightly different gene pool 

and so far Dr Klanten has identified 45 individual 

species' DNA from NSW alone. 

 

Because there is no genetic diversity, the fish are 

particularly susceptible to environmental changes. 

 

The first results from Dr Klanten's study, which is 

funded by Sea World on the Gold Coast, should be 

available in October. 
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Photo: A weedy seadragon in waters off Flinders Pier in 

Victoria, where reduced numbers have been found. (Supplied: 

John Turnbull) 

 

Source: 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2017-05-14/seadragon-

research-tracks-threatened-species-in-

australia/8523924 

 

 

Log Book 
Exclusive: 'Discovery' Treasure Hunter May 

Have Found Columbus’s Anchor Using a Map 

From Space 
By Abigail Jones, Newsweek,  May 4, 2017 

 

The next sentence you are about to read might 

sound like a movie idea conjured up from the 

depths of oddball film star Nicolas Cage’s psyche: 

Professional treasure hunter, armed with a map 

from outer space, sets out to unearth hundreds of 

shipwrecks around the world—and finds a 

centuries-old artifact that just might be Christopher 

Columbus’s anchor. 

 

Real life beat you to it, Mr. Cage: This actually 

happened. 

 

That treasure hunter is Darrell Miklos, and a new 

Discovery docu-series, Cooper’s Treasure 

(Tuesdays at 10 p.m.), has been following him as he 

searches for underwater treasure, guided by the 

ghost of his dear friend, the late NASA astronaut 

Gordon “Gordo” Cooper. 

 

In the 1960s, Cooper was one of NASA’s original 

space pioneers—the youngest of the “Original 

Seven” astronauts, the first to sleep in space, and 

the last American to make a solo trip to space. On 

one of his missions, Cooper was using long-range 

detection equipment to search for nuclear sites 

when he claimed he noticed a series of anomalies—

dark patches that showed up on photos he took of 

Earth. He believed they were shipwrecks. 

 

He spent decades tracking the coordinates on his 

space map against known shipwreck sites. Cooper 

died in 2004, but not before bestowing hundreds of 

documents upon his longtime friend, Miklos, who 

set off with Discovery cameras in tow to find out if 

that map from space would lead to buried treasure. 

 

It did. 

 
Treasure hunter Darrell Miklos believes he's found one of 

Christopher Columbus's anchors off the coast of Turks and 

Caicos. Discovery Channel 

 

Two days ago, Discovery leaked a 30-second clip of 

an upcoming episode with an extraordinary reveal: 

Miklos and his crew believe they may have found 

an anchor that belonged to one of Columbus’s ships 

that sailed between Spain and the New World. 

 

“As soon as I saw it, I knew what it was: an early 

1500s anchor. I knew in my mind that we were onto 

something so historically significant, just by the 
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first line of site,” Miklos tells Newsweek in his first 

interview about the discovery. “A lot of four-letter 

words came out of my mouth. I was shaking… And 

the beauty of [the anchor] laying there. It looked so 

elegant and ladylike to me. It seemed so fragile. 

There was something tender about that anchor.” 

 

Miklos and his crew were searching off the coast of 

Turks and Caicos when they discovered the 1,200- 

to 1,500-pound bower anchor resting at the bottom 

of the Atlantic Ocean. They quickly set out to verify 

their discovery. Miklos says the size of the anchor 

and details about its shape and design line up with 

other ships from the Columbus era. “If you think of 

the early Colonial period, there was only one group 

of people out there: Columbus, the Pinzon brothers, 

and the Columbus fleet,” he says. Miklos also 

thinks the anchor met a violent end—the crown was 

bent and the anchor ring was broken, suggesting it 

was detached from its ship during a storm. (He tells 

the story of a ship that Martin Alonso Pinzon, one 

of the Pinzon brothers who voyaged with 

Columbus, supposedly tried salvaging along that 

very route in the early 1500s.) 

 

“The importance of the anchor…is its age and 

nationality,” says Jim Sinclair, a consulting 

archaeologist on the show. “The anchor has all of 

the attributes or characteristics that early period 

Spanish ships of exploration carried. While it is 

impossible to say this is from any particular ship, it 

remains a tantalizing clue and a possible link to 

Columbus and the Pinzon brothers.” 

 

 

Miklos and his crew were searching off the coast of Turks and 

Caicos when they discovered the 1,200- to 1,500-pound bower 

anchor resting at the bottom of the Atlantic Ocean. Discovery 

Channel 

 

Now, Miklos is focused on proving the provenance 

of his anchor. “They didn’t build these things with 

stamps on them that say, ‘Built by Columbus,’” he 

says. “We’re still assessing the area to see if we can 

find other wreckage, and the more you find from 

that period, the more substantial evidence you have. 

But everything we’ve seen thus far, I truly believe 

the anchor comes from one of the ships in 

Columbus’s fleet.” 

 

He’s already found pottery shards believed to be an 

olive jar painted with indigo paint and a Majorcan 

pot, both of Spanish origin, that can be used to date 

the wreck to the Columbus era. Several iron and 

bronze spikes found nearby also help date the 

materials to Columbus-era ships. This summer, 

Miklos heads back to Turks and Caicos to see what 

else he can find in that vast underwater cemetery. 

 

“If we continue our search along that trail, I believe 

we stand a very good chance of finding shipwreck 

material related to that anchor,” he says. “That’s 

what we’re hoping for: something momentous. 

That’s the point of finding anchors, they’re like 

underwater arrows, pointing in the direction of that 

lost ship.” 

 

Miklos's father, Roger, also is a treasure hunter, and 

in the early 1980s he claimed he’d found the Pinta, 

one of the three ships in Columbus’s first voyage. 

But the discovery, near the Bahamas, was 

controversial. Even his own son now doubts it. “ I 

do believe that the wreckage and material he found 

probably comes from that same era. I won’t say it is 

the Pinta—I don't believe that it is,” Darrell says. “I 

don’t want to follow my dad’s footsteps. I want to 

make a substantive discovery done in my own 

way—a proper way, utilizing scientific 

methodologies everyone can respect. This is not 

‘Miklos the Sequel.’ This is ‘Cooper’s Treasure.’ 
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It’s me on a quest to find what it is Gordon sent me 

out there for.” 

 

Miklos was a boy when he started hanging out with 

Cooper, and over time they developed a close 

friendship (and mentorship), despite their 36-year 

age difference. “I remember the way he talked: his 

pregnant pauses, his mild manner. You’d think 

someone so mild-mannered wouldn’t be a 

superhero, but he truly is a superhero. He’s an 

incredible human being, and I miss talking with him 

probably more than anybody can imagine. I met his 

daughter recently. Oh, it was emotional for me. She 

looks so much like her dad… She said, ‘I know why 

my dad picked you. You’re the right one for the 

job.’” 

 

Miklos says it would take him 1,000 years to 

investigate all 60 anomalies on Cooper’s treasure 

map if he only had one crew. If he had 50 boats, 

he’d need 50 years. “I hear Gordon all the time in 

the back of my head: ‘You’re on the right trail!’” 
Source: 

http://www.newsweek.com/discovery-treasure-

hunter-darrell-miklos-christopher-columbus-anchor-

coopers-594407 
 
 

 
Searching for shipwrecks: How model boats can 

help divers hunting for history 
By CBC News, May 21, 2017 

 
Neil Burgess and Bob Halliday are members of the 
Shipwreck Preservation Society of Newfoundland & 
Labrador. (Paula Gale/CBC) 

With many shipwrecks buried in our waters, 
parts of Newfoundland's history are hidden just 
below the surface. 
 
"Every community's got a story about a local 
schooner that was lost, and the guys that may 
or may not have been rescued," Neil Burgess, 
president of the Shipwreck Preservation 
Society of Newfoundland & Labrador, told CBC 
Radio's St. John's Morning Show. 
 
"We don't have an exact number [of 
shipwrecks], but we're going around gathering 
those stories and having a look with our 
divers." 
 
Relics of the deep 
 
Wooden schooners were used in 
Newfoundland for fishing and transporting 
goods and people as recently as the 1950s, 
Burgees said. 
 
Many of these ships sank and still lie at the 
bottom of our waters. 
 
"We've been working a lot with the town of 
Conception Harbour recently," he said. 
"They've got a schooner wreck right off the 
wharf there and we're going to be investigating 
that one this summer." 
 

 
Shipwrecked schooners can be found throughout the 
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waters around Newfoundland and Labrador. 
(newfoundlandshipwrecks.com) 

 
While some of the vessels have sustained a lot 
of damage over the years, some have 
managed to stay intact. 
 
"In Conception Harbour, the wreck has 
structure … so it's a lot more interesting to look 
at," Burgess said. 
 
The society's members aim to advance the 
awareness, documentation and stewardship of 
shipwrecks throughout Newfoundland and 
Labrador. In order to help with their 
investigation, they've enlisted the help of expert 
model builder Bob Halliday. 
 
"One of the things that's important for a diver 
when they're going down to a wreck is to 
understand the actual structure — the way the 
original vessel was built — and if it's laying 
partly on the floor or if it's partly erect or 
covered with a lot of laminaria with a lot of 
seaweed," Halliday said. 
 
"They need to have some kind of idea how it 
was put together in the first place." 
 
Educational purpose 
 
Burgess said Halliday's work can help explain 
how the ships were built and show divers the 
different parts of boats they might see when 
diving for wrecks. 
 
"Some of these wrecks have fallen in or they're 
flattened out, and it becomes really confusing if 
you're not familiar with what you're looking at, 
what exactly the parts you're seeing are," 
Burgess said. 
 

 
Bob Halliday is a model builder of wooden sailing ships 
with a keen interest in the history of Newfoundland's 
schooners. (Shipwreck Preservation Society of 
Newfoundland & Labrador) 

 
While the goal of the society isn't to necessarily 
preserve shipwrecks — "We're not out there 
putting these things in a glass case or 
anything," Burgess said — protecting them can 
help maintain part of the province's history. 
 
"What's important is some of the boats on the 
bottom are in locations where some kind of 
development may end up damaging them," 
said Burgess. "There was an example in Trinity 
where a sewer line was put across the harbour 
and, just by coincidence, it was going to be run 
right through the middle of an historic 
shipwreck. 
 
"So, luckily, the Newfoundland Marine 
Archeology Society back in the '70s identified 
that and they just moved the sewer line 100 
metres and saved the wreck." 
 

 
Source: 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-

labrador/shipwrecks-newfoundland-model-boats-

1.4116449 
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Two World War II Aircraft Missing For 70 

Years Found Under Water 
World Press Trust of India, May 24, 2017 

 
The remains of one of the two US Air Force B-25 bombers 

missing since World War II. 

 

Washington:  Scientists have located two B-25 

bombers - one of the most iconic aircraft of the 

Second World War - that went missing over 70 

years ago in the waters off Papua New Guinea. 

During World War II, some 10,000 B-25 bombers 

were deployed to conduct a variety of missions such 

as bombing, submarine patrols, and even the 

historic raid over Tokyo in April 1942. 

 

Present-day Papua New Guinea was the site of 

military action in the Pacific Ocean from January 

1942 to the end of the war in August 1945, with 

significant losses of aircraft and soldiers, some of 

whom have never been found.  

 

Project Recover, consisting of a team of scientists 

from University of California, San Diego, and 

University of Delaware, along with members of the 

non-profit organisation BentProp in the US, 

combined efforts to locate aircraft and associated 

missing items from World War II. 

 

In February, the team set out on a mission to map 

the seafloor in search of missing aircraft, conduct an 

official archaeological survey of a known B-25 

underwater wreck, and interview elders in villages 

in the immediate area. 

 

In its search of nearly 10 square kilometres, the 

team located the debris field of a B-25 bomber that 

had been missing for over 70 years, associated with 

a crew of six. "People have this mental image of an 

airplane resting intact on the sea floor, but the 

reality is that most planes were often already 

damaged before crashing, or broke up upon 

impact," said Katy O'Connell, Executive Director at 

Project Recover. 

 

"After soaking in the sea for decades, they are often 

unrecognisable to the untrained eye, often covered 

in corals and other sea-life," said Ms O'Connell, 

who is based at the University of Delaware. 

 

"Our use of advanced technologies, which led to the 

discovery of the B-25, enables us to accelerate and 

enhance the discovery and eventual recovery of our 

missing servicemen," she said. 

 

"Our team of divers and scientists conducts site 

surveys to fully document the wreckage. That 

documentation can then be used by the US 

government to correlate soldiers still missing in 

action with the aircraft site we discovered, and to 

evaluate that site for the possible recovery of 

remains," said Andrew Pietruszka, Project 

Recover's underwater archaeologist. 

 

While the scientific focus of Project Recover is to 

conduct underwater searches and surveys, equally 

important are the historical accounts of crashes that 

are often part of local histories, passed from one 

generation to another. While speaking to village 

elders about the two B-25 cases, team members 

were told about local burial sites and additional 

aircraft that crashed on land. 

Source: 
http://www.ndtv.com/world-news/two-world-war-

ii-aircraft-missing-for-70-years-found-under-water-

1697640 
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AD Rates 

S’Nag-A-News monthly advertising rates are as follows: 
 
Business Card $4.00 
1/4 Page $10.00 
1/2 Page $20.00 
Full Page $30.00 
 
Club members receive a 10% discount on advertising 
rates. Non-members receive a 10% discount for three 
months paid in advance. 

 

 
 

NEXT MEETING: 8:00 p.m., Plank’s Café, Thurs., June 
1, 2017. Cozumel Dive Trip 
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