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General Meeting Minute
By Ryan Jones

Present:
Gerry Kubatska, Dave Foley, Ryan Joes, Mag & Steve
I Ranft, Glenn Mitchell and Donn Ellerbrock
! l
Treasurer’s Report
$6,093.54
50/50
j
Election Results Laurel Sheppard, Steve Locsey, Dave Foley, Ryan
Jones, Donn Ellerbrock and Gerry Kubatska
o
Sea Nags President Steve Ranft with Wasserman co-
award recipients Donn Ellerbrock and Glenn Mitchell
# ! % Both Donn Ellerbrock and Glenn Mitchell were
$ 5 g nominated by Rob who wrote the following:
& && ' “Both have served tirelessly on the "Executive

Committee”, Glenn as an elected officer and Donn
as a member at large. During my seven-year tenure




as president both have contributed their wisdom large and small have provided club with the

and talents unselfishly. Donn has taken on the support, energy, and and leadership necessary to
responsibility of running the annual elections, thrive in this the second decade of the 21st
Glenn the gear swap and corn roast, not only century.”

cooking the corn but frequently donating it out of
his own pocket! Both have lent their presence,
talents, and support to numerous club dives,
cookouts, and movies.

Additionally, Donn has dived all over the
Pacific and throughout the Caribbean the past 6
years, and he has managed to take some of us along
with him to St Croix and the Bahamas. He and
Glenn are responsible for a few more of us making
the recent dive trip to Bonaire as well. Donn reads
widely and contributed numerous articles to the
club newsletter year in and year out. When no one
would run for club secretary, Donn volunteered to
contribute the minutes, which were a spicy and
humorous addition to S'Nag-A-News. Donn is also

the source of many donated items to the club's Sea Nags President Steve Ranft with Spasm of the Year
raffles and has shared his dive literature freelthw winner Rob Robison
those of us interested in reading it. Other Announcements

Glenn has served the club as a past 1. 2016 Club memberShip dues are $3000,
president, VP, treasurer when no one would run, $40 for husband/wife. 2016 Ohio Council dues
and ScubaFest booth architect. He and | spent are $9.00.
many a weekend manning the booth for the club. In 2. Club logo patches and decals are available
fact, anytime there is a club activity, Glenn ierén to new club members as a part of their
to help with setup, running of the activity and membership dues. Returning members can
cleanup. You can count on Glenn like clockwork! ~ Purchase extra decals/stickers at a cost of
Additionally, Glenn has contributed time and $1.00 each—these are plastic/waterproof--and

materials to the development of the club brochure,  €xtra patches for $2.00 each while they last.
which helps the club advertise, and making phone ~ Dues can be mailed to:

. Glenn Mitchell
calls to help us reconnect with members who have 120 N. Warren Ave.
become disconnected from the club, along with Columbus, OH 43204
many other important functions as needed. Both 3. Facebook: You can find the Club Facebook
Glenn and Donn have offered sage advice to Steve, page by going to: http://en-

Mag, and me in our leadership capacities within the gb.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Sea-Nags-SCUBA-
club and have provided invaluable help behind the - Divers-/289276535926?v=wall, thanks to Andy
scenes in every aspect of club programming and Dennis.
function. Without their contributions large and
small, our club simply could not function.
It is without any hesitation whatsoever that |
nominate both of them to receive The Columbus Sea
Nags 2015 Wasserman Award. Their contributions




Calendar of Upcoming Events

2015
Dec

3 General Meeting@ Planks, 8:00 PM.
Program: Marty Baileys’ Missile Silo Dive

5 Christmas Party, 7:00 PM. Steve Locseys’
5400 Woodville Ct. Columbus, OH
There will be pizza, some pop, and BYOB

17 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM

31/Jan 1 New Year’s Eve Dive-in & Celebratio  n at
The Circleville Dive Center at 11:00 PM w ith splash
time at 11:45 PM. There will be warm foo d, beverages,
and a warm trailer. Feel free to bringa  potluck item.
Reminder non member diving fee is $15

2016
Jan
7 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Dive  Travel
Video, “The Caves, Caverns & Wreck of Cozumel”
21 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM
Feb
4 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program:
Steve Locseys’ Tobermory trip
18 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM
Mar
3 General Meeting @ Planks, 8:00 PM Program: Mart y
Baileys’ Germany trip
17 Executive Meeting @ Planks, 7:00 PM

Dive Reports

Please send dive reports to
<newsletter@seanags.com>

Brought to you by

Lakeview RV Park
Full Hook-ups * Scuba Diving * Propane
Laundrys Swimminge Fishinge Wi-Fi
(740) 653-4519

Joey & Terrie Stewart
2715 Sugar Grove Rd. Fax (740) 653-5606
Lancaster, OH 43130 rvatlakeview.com

Spasms

None reported
Oral Reports
None reported
Written Reports
Circleville. Saturday Nov. 14. John Skobel,
fresh after having completed his chemo series,
Ryan Jones, Steve King from the Tuesday
Night Dive Group, and | suited up and made a

November plunge in the So Q at Todd's
Circleville Dive Center. On the surface, it was a
gorgeous sunshiny day at 11:30 in the
morning, and the quarry was empty save for
us. The quiet was actually stirring and made us
appreciate the fall colors and sights and
sounds even more acutely.

Under water, however, visibility was a murky
7-10 feet, water measured 52° A few pan fish
flitted about, as did some nice bass with
traditional and calico markings. The grass that
had grown up during the summer, taking over
the insides of the submerged boats, etc., had
died off and literally disappeared. A lot of fish
fry roamed freely, while the catfish have clearly
disappeared into the darkest and most remote
corners of the quarry, not to be found or
disturbed by neither man nor beast.

JS & tub lady




Lone bass cruising in the haze

John & Steve King

After 55 minutes of hydrospheric bliss, we
surfaced and climbed the stairs to the pavilion,
drank John’s cinnamon-flavored coffee, and
ate the coconut and pecan cookies he so
thoughtfully brought to share. What a great
way to spend a Saturday afternoon. Diving into
it brings so much joy!

From the President
Dear Sea Nags,

We are into the holiday season and, for
most of us that consider diving a warm weather
sport, we must endure four plus months of no
local diving. This does not mean a total

withdraw since some will travel't®@ more
temperate climates to get "the fix". Our holiday
dinner took place November 14th at Shade On
Muirfield with 19 in attendance. The evening
program, Dive Bonaire, was presented by
Donn Ellerbrock, Rob Robison, and Glenn
Mitchell showing videos and pictures from their
trip in early October. From the stories told, it
seems everyone on the trip had a great time.
Two of our annual awards were presented with
Donn Ellerbrock and Glenn Mitchell, co-
winners-of the Wasserman Award, which is
given to a person or persons that work for the
good and promotion of the club. Rob Robison
took home the Spasm award for his week long
struggle to keep his dive light and camera
properly charged and in working order during
his Bonaire adventure. Diving passes from
Lancaster RV Park and discover scuba or
refresher courses from Underwater Connection
were given away as door prizes. Debbie
Maxson took home the big bucks from the
50/50 drawing.

As president | have wanted to get more
members active in our club. Since Rob
Robison's retirement and relocation to the
Boston area we needed a new newsletter
editor. Gerry Kubatska has stepped up as our
new editor. | hope you will send him articles
and interesting info for publication. There will
be a deadline of the 20th of the previous month
for each upcoming issue.

| have also asked Laurel Sheppard and
Dave Foley to work on scheduling speakers or
video presentations for our monthly meetings.
As of this writing they have our first eight
months of programs finalized. The list of
programs is in this edition. It's tough to come
up with new programs, so if you have an idea
for a presentation you would like to see, please
contact Laurel or Dave.

It's also time to renew your Sea Nags
membership. Dues are $30 for a single or $40
for a couple or family. Our dues are low as




compared to many other organization. If you
are a former member or interested person that
we send this newsletter to, please consider
rejoining or becoming a new member. The
newsletter and informational programs at our
monthly meetings are well worth the price of a
membership.

Good news from Circleville, Todd has
signed a new lease of the old Twin Quarries for
2016. The new name will be The Circleville
Dive Center. Daily entry fee will be $15. This
will allow us to have our New Years’ Eve Dive .
If you have not attended this dive before, plan
to attend this year. We have a heated trailer,
food, drink and a good time. Arrive at 11:00 pm
with a splash time of 11:45 pm. There will be
warm food, beverages and a warm trailer. Feel
free to bring a potluck item.

Enough for now. Happy Holidays and hope
to see you at our New Years’ Dive and a future
membership meeting.

- Steve Ranft

Gear
Have a reliable older model dive computer in
need of a battery? Check out:
http://www.brassanchor.com/battery/. Terry
Brady of Brass Anchor Scuba Center in
Frederick, MD replaces many old, but reliable
dive computers no longer supported by their
manufacturers. They do not calibrate the dive
computers but do pressure test for accuracy at
100 feet for no extra money. The below image
was taken directly from the web site that lists
models with turn around time and costs.

EXAMPLE NORMAL TURNAROUND |PRICE
varies f 'mon a dive trip!

Citizen Hyperagualand, three days $25.00

Promaster

Casgio, Timex or similar three days $15.00

Source dive computer (pre- three days $30.00

user replaceable)

US Diver Monitor | and [, one week $45.00

Parkway Legend computer

US Diver Monitor [+ one week $50.00

Monitar 3

Beuchat Aladdin Pro three days $40.00

Mew Aladdin Pro, Aladdin three days $50.00

Sport, Aladdin Mitrox, Mitrox

L Alr Z02, Smart Cam,

Srnart Pro, Smant Tec, etc

(all oil filled)

Exchange transmitter for new  [One day (if stock available) |$240.00

replaceable battery type

Pressure Test to 100° Wwe test for accuracy and .00
water tightness

Return Shipping (in US) Priority Flat Rate or $12.35
LUPS Ground

Environmental News

10,000 gallons of benzene pumped
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A T&T Salvage diver in a positive pressure divet smi Nov.
21 after ascending from the Argo, a polluting shigek in
Western Lake Erie that crews are removing petroleased
chemicals from. (U.S. Coast Guard photo courtesgunt
Kollar, Ohio EPA)

LAKE ERIE — Salvage of toxic cargo from a
sunken barge has begun in western Lake Erie,
where the U.S. Coast Guard this weekend offloaded
10,000 gallons of chemicals from the 78-year-old
polluting shipwreck.

Between midnight and 5:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 21,
crews pumped benzene from the first of 8 holds
inside the Argo, a tanker barge that sunk withaup t
4,700 barrels of petroleum-based chemicals aboard
in 1937.

"They are calling that tank completed," said Chief
Petty Officer Thomas McKenzie, with the Coast
Guard in Toledo.

For the past month, the Coast Guard and Ohio
Environmental Protection Agency have been
examining the Argo, which rests in about 45 feet of
water 8 miles east of Kelley's Island Shoal. The
wreck, discovered by an amateur diver in August,
prompted an emergency investigation when divers
noticed a strong solvent odor in the water.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA) has described the Argo as

the worst pollution threat from reat Lakes

shipwreck.

The Coast Guard shipped in six 21,000-gallon steel
tanks specially designed to hold chemicals like
benzene, a buoyant, flammable industrial chemical
used in making plastic. Toluene, Xylene and trace
elements of petroleum were confirmed through
sample testing, according to the Coast Guard. The
mixture is consistent with the chemical makeup of
benzole, a vintage petroleum product.

Historical records are vague on exactly what
chemicals are on board and where they are located
in the sunken ship. Cargo records are lost for the
Argo, which historians say was operating illegally
when it sank. The sampling process is ongoing as
crews tackle the toxic cargo tank by tank.

Estimates vary on how much cargo is trapped on
board. Old newspaper accounts say 4,700 barrels,
which equates to about 197,400 gallons.

"Our first priority is to get the benzene out,”
McKenzie said. "That's the biggest threat. We're
still trying to figure out which of the eight tanks
carries what."

The offloading process involves pumping water into
the wreck and forcing the chemical into a second
hose that carries it topside, where the mix of
benzene and lake water is tanked and filtered to
remove flammable vapors. Crews on the surface are
working in Hazmat gear to avoid exposure.

Assuming the weather cooperates, a second tank
should be drained of its contents later this wéek.
timetable for unloading the entire toxic cargo is
entirely dependent on the weather, but McKenzie
said the hope is to finish before winter strikes in
earnest. Response efforts have been hampered by
rough weather over the past few weeks.




A small amount of the chemical was released into
the lake on Nov. 4 when divers removing marine
growth to study the hull inadvertently opened a

small hole around a rivet. The hole was patched and

the divers were examined in the hospital as a
precaution, McKenzie said.

Since then, monitors on the surface have not
detected any leaks, he said.

The response effort involves about 23 Coast Guard

personnel and another 22 civilians, 10 of them
divers with T&T Marine Salvage out of Roseville,
Mich.

A 1-mile safety perimeter has been established

around the wreck site. No vessels may enter without

permission of the Coast Guard.

Garret Ellison covers business, environment & the
Great Lakes for MLive/The Grand Rapids Press.
Email him atgellison@mlive.conor follow on
Twitter & Instagram

Source:
http://www.mlive.com/news/index.ssf/2015/11/10k
gallons_of benzene siphone.htkdvember 23,

2015 at 8:01 PM

Log Book
Divers raise wreckage of Confederate
warship in 5-ton chunks

By Russ Bynum, Associated Press. Aug. 17, 2015
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In a Friday, Aug. 14, 2015 photo provided by the
US Navy, from left to right, Parker Brooks, lefimd
Jobling, center, and James Dulff, archeologists
assigned to the CSS Georgia project, examine a
piece of casemate, made of railroad ties and timber
which served as the outer layer of armor for CSS
Georgia, in Savannah, Ga. Navy divers are working
in conjunction with archeologists, conservationists
Naval History and Heritage Command and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers in a project directed by
Naval Sea Systems Command Supervisor of
Salvage and Diving. (MC1 Blake Midnight/US

Navy via AP)

After 150 years at the bottom of the Savannah
River, the armared skeleton of the Confederate
warship CSS Georgia is being raised to the surface
one 5-ton chunk at a time.

Navy divers who began working in late June to
recover cannons, unexploded shells and other
artifacts from the riverbed finally started midweek
on their last major task — retrieving an estimated




250,000 pounds of the Civil War ironclad's armored
siding.

The CSS Georgia was scuttled by its own crew to
prevent Gen. William T. Sherman from capturing
the massive gunship when his Union troops took
Savannah in December 1864. Still classified as a
captured enemy vessel by the Navy, the remains of
the Confederate ironclad are being salvaged as part
of a $703 million deepening of the Savannah harbor
for cargo ships.

"The historical significance is evident in everyiti
we do," Chief Warrant Officer 3 Jason Potts, the
Navy's on-scene commander, said Wednesday as
his crew prepared to start raising the first oééhr
giant slabs of armor.

The CSS Georgia was a crude example of the first
armored warships designed during the Civil War to
stand up to cannon and artillery fire. Its 1,200-to
frame was built using three layers of timber topped
with 24-foot strips of railroad iron.

Having sections of the Georgia's armor for study
should reveal more about how the Confederacy
compensated for the South's lack of an industrial
base when it came to building ships and other war
machines.

"A lot of these ironclads are built by house
carpenters, they're not built by shipwrights," said
Jeff Seymour, historian and curator for the Nationa
Civil War Naval Museum in Columbus. "So what
are the construction techniques? They vary from
ship-to-ship."

The Georgia proved so bulky its own engines were
too weak to propel it against the Savannah River's
currents. The Confederates anchored theironclad
off Old Fort Jackson as a floating gun battery. It
was sunk without ever firing a shot in combat.

After months of preparation wo
archaeologists, Navy divers from the Virginia
Beach-based Mobile Diving Salvage Unit 2 arrived
in late June.

y underwater

Their first task was to raise 132 unexploded shells
— both cannonballs and rifled shells shaped like
large bullets — found scattered across the wreckage
site. Using a crane mounted on a barge, they also
pulled up four cannons weighing 1,000 to 10,000
pounds apiece.

Other artifacts soon emerged from 40 feet or more
of water: a flywheel, a pump and sections of the
steamship's boiler. Perhaps most impressive, the
Georgia's propeller was recovered intact and still
attached to the long shaft that turned it.

"We don't just simply want to bring it all backttoe
surface," Potts said. "We want to bring it back
intact. So we go to the maximum effort to make
sure we don't rip these things apart on the way up.

The three large sections of the Georgia's armored
casemate, however, proved too heavy to raise
without cutting them down into smaller pieces.
They're being separated into about 20 total chunks,
each measuring about 4 feet by 24 feet and
weighing roughly 5 tons.

After a century and a half, Potts said, most of the
ship's wooden hull has rotted away. But the radroa
iron remains essentially glued together by mud and
silt from the riverbed. The crew uses a crane-held
tool with a long, flat blade to slide between trani
strips and pry apart chunks of the armor.

A web of slings is then attached to the slab ofarm
to ensure its weight is evenly distributed as the
crane lifts it from the river.

With river currents typically limiting divers tods
than three hours underwater each day, Potts
estimates it will take his team nearly a month to




raise all of the armored siding. That's at a rate o
roughly one 5-ton chunk per day.

All artifacts from the CSS Georgia are being sent t
the Conservation Research Laboratory at Texas
A&M University in College Station, Texas, for
cataloging and preservation. The Navy hasn't said
where those artifacts will ultimately reside.

Source:
http://www.independentmail.com/news/divers-
raise-wreckage-of-confederate-warship-in-5-ton-
chunks-ep-1233061107-339319421.html

Parting Shots

Photos from Rob Robisons’ Bonaire Trip

Black & white spotted eel (Above).

Divi Dive Resort (Above)

Octus heout

Stonefish (Above)




AD Rates

S’Nag-A-News monthly advertising rates are as follows:

Business Card $4.00
1/4 Page $10.00
1/2 Page $20.00
Full Page $30.00

Club members receive a 10% discount on advertising
rates. Non-members receive a 10% discount for three
months paid in advance.

NEXT MEETING: 8:00 p.m., Plank’s Café, Thurs., Dec.

3, 2015. Program: Marty Baileys’ Missile Silo Dive

The Columbus Sea Nags

OFFICERS 2015

PresidentSteve Ranft
president@seanags.com
(614) 834-3941

Vice President

Mag Ranft

(614) 834-3941
magranft@hotmail.com

Treasurer

Glenn Mitchell
(614)272-2448
treasurer@seanags.com

Secretary
Ryan Jones
rmjones1482@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Gerry Kubatska

(614) 307-3668
gkubatska@gmail.com




