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Annual Banquet @ Mary Kelley's 
Restaurant, Dublin, OH 
The Annual Banquet was held at 7:00PM on 
Saturday Nov 6 at Mary Kelley's Restaurant in 
Dublin, OH. A number of us met at the bar 
beforehand. On hand for the festivities were 
Marty Bailey, Jim Bergner and Rita Cox 
(guest), Adam and Susie Biehl, Andrea Caito 
and Glenn Mitchell, Andy and Karen Dennis, 
Donn Ellerbrock, Deb and Rod Maxson, Judy 
Ormeroid, Mag and Steve Ranft, Rob Robison, 
Laurel Sheppard, and Tami Thompson. 

Member Banquet Raffles 
Christmas came early for these lucky Sea 
Nags:  

$50 Gift Cards 
Marty Bailey, Maggie Ranft,  

and Tami Thompson 
$10 Plank’s Gift Certificates 

Steve Ranft, Karen Dennis, Judy Ormeroid, 
Donn Ellerbrock, Andrea Caito, Jim Bergner, 
Rob Robison, Andy Dennis, Debbie Maxson 
and Adam Biehl. 

ELECTION RESULTS, 2011! 
Nominations for club officers took place at the 
September Exec meeting and the October 7 
General Meeting. Voting took place at the 
November 4 General Meeting, held at Planks 
at 8:00 PM. Here are the results for 2011, as 
announced at the Annual Banquet Nov. 6, 
2010, at Mary Kelley’s Restaurant: 

President 

Rob Robison 
Vice President 

James Bergner 

Secretary  

Write ins were: Laurel, Andy, Rick B, Rob 
Treasurer 

Marty Bailey 
Wasserman Award  
Rob Robison 
Spasm Award 
Donn Ellerbrock 
 

Congratulations to all! 
 

Additional Announcements 
• Donn Ellerbrock has donated scuba gear 

for raffle and sale at the Thursday (Dec 2) 
General Meeting 

• 2011 Club membership dues are $20.00 
2011 Ohio Council dues are $9.00. 

•  New club logo patches and decals were 
distributed to paid members or sold as 
follows: patches and decals are given out (1 
patch, 2 decals/stickers) to this year’s paid 
members at the meetings to save on 
postage. Extra decals/stickers cost $0.25 
each and extra patches cost $2.00 each.  

•  Facebook: Andy Dennis has created a 
Facebook site for the Club. You can find the 
Club forum by going to: <http://en-
gb.facebook.com/pages/Columbus-Sea-Nags-

SCUBA-Divers-/289276535926?v=wall>.  

Calendar of Upcoming Events 
2010 
December 

2 Wrecks of Chicago, Part 2 @Plank’s 8:00PM 
11 Christmas Party, Marty’s house,7:00 PM 
31/Jan 1 New Year’s Eve Dive out of the old and into the 

New Year @ Circleville with Marty, Rob, Jim B, Steve 
L, ...? Join us! 

 

Executive Meeting Highlights 
None held 

Dive Reports 
Please send dive reports to <newsletter@seanags.com>  
 

Written 
Hi Everyone 
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It’s been a little over a month since my last 
update, and a lot has been going on. On 9/19 
Jim Bergner and I headed to Lancaster. I was 
working on my side mount system for my CCR 
and had a miserable dive (31’/67min). I had a 
hard time with the bungees and my buoyancy 
and blew through my O2 and Dil. I decided to 
strip off my stage tanks for our second dive 
and had a totally different experience. It was a 
wonderful dive (49’/36min) where we headed 
to the trench and prepped the broken lines for 
repair. 
  On 10/3 Steve Locsey and I met at Lancaster 
for his Solo Diver certification. He did well with 
his planned dives and I mainly hung back to 
give the impression of diving alone (27’/32min). 
Vis was fantastic on that day as we had easily 
25’ above the thermocline, and the water temp 
was still in the 60’s. For our second dive, we 
repaired the lines in the trench, which required 
Steve and I to separate as we took in slack and 
swam back and forth to see if our lines were 
taunt (often done by feel in zero vis). 
Congratulations to Steve for completing his 
Solo Diver certification. 
  On 10/15-16 Andy Dennis and I headed to 
Crystal Rock Cave, which is now under the 
house that the Winkels built. We were there to 
install 6 coils of ! inch tubing that were 1000 
feet in length, to be used for their geothermal 
heating. We made several dives as we swam 
the coils in, then anchored them to concrete 
blocks (10’/77min and 10’/97min). On the 16th 
we had hoped to photograph what we did the 
day before, but we ended up doing a short dive 
(17’/27min) since the vis was still less than a 
foot. We were able to add a couple of anchors 
and swam the west room (it was not effected 
too much from our previous days activities and 
we could at least see where we were diving). 
I returned a week later on the 22nd to do the 
photo dive (13’/30min). I was surprised that the 
cave was still cloudy. But it was good enough 

to take some photos to see if I needed to move 
things around. Fortunately the only things I 
needed to move were some of the supply and 
return lines. We are going to wait until 
December for Andy to complete the video of a 
swim through the cave. Hopefully I will be able 
to get a few more stills, but this time with Andy 
in the frame for scale. 

 
  Today (10/31/10), I met Dave Fleming and 
Rob Robison at Lancaster. It was the first time 
I was able to dive my rebreather since 
September. I had modified my side mount 
system and rerouted most of the hoses on my 

CCR. This time I had a 
great dive (47’/83min). 
The stage bottles we 
riding perfectly by my 
sides, and I was able to 
have my elbows in front 
of the valves, which 
gave me access to my 
front and side pockets. 

We dove to the airplane and 
returned via the van and 
culvert. Once at the training 
platform we waved good-bye 
to Rob, since he was getting 
cold and wanted to exit, and 
then Dave and I swam through 
the trench and back to our exit point by way of 
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the old wooden platform. We found a yellow fin 
along the way, and left it hanging on the dock. 
Hopefully I’ll be able to repeat the same dive 
next week, but this time using bigger stage 
bottles (today I used my 30’s). 

Safe Diving, 

 Marty 
Circleville, 11-14-10 

Former Sea Nag John 
Skobel, Jeff Dye, and I 
made a mid November 
dive on Sunday the 14th 
at the Twin Quarries.  Vis 
was anywhere from 5’ – 
25’, depending on which 
part of 

the 
South Quarry we were in, as 
we searched for the elusive 
catfish. Jeff and I took John to 
the newly placed Cessna 
fuselage because he had not 

yet seen 
it. As we finished our 
dives (temp = 51°), Jeff 
spotted the fish under the 

nose of the airplane 
trainer near the exit. 
Unfortunately, I was 
unable to take a snap shot of it but I did 
succeed in photographing other C’ville under-
water landmarks, plus John, Jeff, and the tub 
lady.  
  Dive into it and enjoy, everyone! 

Rob 
 

 

Environment 
ACID TEST 

Near-record rates of coral bleaching this year 
have been making headlines for months, but 
as a new study published Monday points out, 
the twin danger of ocean acidification also 
poses an imminent threat to coral reefs around 
the planet. A wide array of research has 
already outlined the dangers of acidic ocean 
water to adult corals, but the new study - 
published in this week's issue of the 
Proceedings of the National Academy of 
Sciences - is among the first to reveal its 
effects on young corals still in the early stages 
of their lives. "There have been very few, if 
any, studies that had looked at the effects on 
early life-history stages, such as fertilization, 
larval settlement and recruitment," says 
University of Miami marine biologist Rebecca 
Albright, who led the study. Recruitment is the 
process by which a coral reef brings in young, 
free-swimming coral 
polyps to replace older or 
dead corals, and 
Albright's research team 
discovered that ocean 
acidification could reduce 
new coral recruitment by 
up to 73 percent globally 
over the next century.  
  The researchers 
focused specifically on 
Elkhorn coral (pictured), a species that was 
once prolific in tropical seas like the Caribbean, 
but was added to the U.S. endangered species 
list in 2006 following decades of dramatic 
population declines. "In order for that species 
to not go extinct, we have to be replacing them 
as we're losing them," Albright tells USA 
Today. "The implications of this work show that 
ocean acidification ... is interfering with that 
ability of the corals to be replaced." While rising 
ocean temperatures spur coral bleaching by 
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forcing corals to expel their symbiotic algae - 
turning once-vivid reefs a ghostly white and 
often killing the corals - ocean acidification is a 
more subtle process, triggered by rising levels 
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, which 
makes sea water more acidic as it's absorbed 
by the oceans. Acidic sea water eats away at 
the calcium carbonate reefs that corals build, 
and as if it wasn't bad enough, scientists also 
say coral bleaching and ocean acidification are 
confounding problems - meaning each one 
makes the other worse. It amounts to a dire 
outlook for the world's oceans, where 
conditions have remained much more constant 
throughout history than the relatively chaotic 
climate shifts on land. "We're affecting the 
chemistry of the oceans at an unprecedented 
rate," Albright says. "It's a rate that hasn't been 
known to occur naturally for the last 60 million 
years." (Sources: USA Today, e! Science 
News) 
  Check out all the news for Tuesday, Nov 9, 
2010. 
  Looking forward to your visit, 

The team at Mother Nature Network  
from Laurel Sheppard 

Log Book 
MAST Update 

by Laurel Sheppard 

On November 6, I attended the MAST 
(Maritime Archeology Survey Team, 
www.ohiomast.org) meeting in Vermilion Ohio. 
This past summer MAST did a survey project 
off Sherrod Park in Vermilion and was able to 
complete the majority of the survey. MAST will 
have a booth at Shipwrecks & Scuba on 11/20 
and at ScubaFest (3/19-3/20). A DAN O2 class 
will be offered in January or February. The 
annual banquet is tentatively planned for 4/30, 
the weekend of the MAST workshop (a basic 
and advanced class will be offered). The MAST 
website is being updated so stay tuned.  
  After the business meeting the Cleveland 

Underwater Explorers (CLUE, 
http://clueshipwrecks.org/) gave an interesting 
presentation on their past and recent projects. 
The main mission of CLUE is to find and 
survey shipwrecks in the Great Lakes, mainly 
Lake Erie. The group discovered the three-
masted schooner, the Riverside, in October 
2008, which sank in 1893 at a depth of 75 feet. 
The side-wheel steamboat, the Anthony 
Wayne, was discovered over a year earlier at a 
depth of 50 feet. 
  More recently, CLUE has found five new 
wrecks in the Cleveland Harbor and seven new 
wrecks in western Lake Erie. CLUE is also 
searching for four wrecks off of east Cleveland 
and in the Canadian side of Lake Erie. Off 
Cleveland Harbor, a small recreational boat 
has been found at a depth of 25 feet, some 
type of crib bridge structure near Crib #3 in 50 
feet of water, a small tug in 40 feet of water off 
117th St., and a 100-foot long barge in 35 feet 
of water east of the break-wall. One of the 
most recent discoveries is a shipwreck called 
Barge #2 in 30 feet of water. This barge is 140 
feet long and about 30 feet wide. Hopefully, 
these wrecks will become available to 
recreational divers since they are in relatively 
shallow water and according to CLUE, viz 
ranges from 10-25 feet (some of the 
underwater photos of these wrecks, which 
hopefully will be on the website soon, support 
this claim)! Which is pretty darn good for Lake 
Erie. You can also see some great shipwreck 
photos in Lake Erie and elsewhere at 
http://www.n2junkie.com.   
  CLUE has also been involved in several 
outreach projects. They have put together a 
shipwrecks exhibit at Gordon Park (7201 
Lakeshore Blvd., part of Cleveland Lakeshore 
State Park) and have sponsored shipwreck 
camps at local libraries. CLUE has also 
presented at the Ohio Historical Society during 
Ohio Archaeology Month and at the Society for 
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Historical Archaeology conference.  

 
Artist's awe-inspiring underwater reef 

complete 

By Katherine Butler 

Tue, Nov 09 2010 at 12:22 PM EST 

http://www.mnn.com/lifestyle/eco-

tourism/stories/artists-awe-inspiring-underwater-

reef-complete 

 
The Silent Evolution' by Jason deCaires Taylor is 
comprised of 400 permanent sculptures in Mexican 

waters. 

 
Coral reefs are an integral part of oceanic 
wildlife. They make up less than 0.2 percent of 
the world’s oceans, but they are home to one-
fourth of all marine life. They filter the water, 
feed the fish, buffer coastal areas from storms, 
and provide homes for oceanic life. And as the 
Los Angeles Times recently reported, a coral 
reef-like structure can also take the form of an 
impressive underwater art exhibit. 
Artist Jason deCaires Taylor recently 
completed “The Silent Evolution,” an 
underwater museum and permanent sculpture 
exhibit set up in the waters near Cancun, 
Mexico. It is located in the National Marine 
Park of Isla Mujeres, Cancun and Punta Nizuc. 
Experts hope that the exhibit, easily accessible 
by snorkeling, will alleviate some of the tourist 
traffic on the nearby natural coral reefs. 
Cancun Marine Park is in close proximity and 
receives up to 750,000 tourists annually. 

  
Called “awe-inspiring” and “surreal” by the L.A. 
Times, the exhibit is 400 sculptures of people 
standing silently on the ocean floor, eyes 
closed, heads tilted towards the surface. As 
deCaires Taylor told the L.A. Times, the exhibit 
has “taken 18 months, required 120 tons of 
cement, sand and gravel, 3,800m of fiberglass, 
400kg of silicone, 8,000 miles of red tape, 120 
hours working underwater and $250,000." 
  
Coral reefs are under assault all over the 
globe. Sewage and agricultural run-off from 
coastal areas poison many reefs via toxic 
algae blooms that can cut off their much-need 
oxygen supply. Human visitors also cause 
extensive damage by literally knocking into the 
ecosystems, breaking off pieces of souvenir 
coral, and dragging boats and anchors across 
its fragile surfaces.   

Further, as ocean temperatures increase, reefs 
are succumbing to “coral bleaching.” This is the 
process in which coral expels some of its 
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inhabitants due to heated waters, leaving them 
white and lifeless. Fossil records date some of 
the oldest corals on Earth to be 500 million 
years old, and yet they are under grave assault 
from warming temperatures and mankind’s 
encroachment. 
  
Made from environmentally friendly materials, 
deCaires Taylor’s sculpture promotes 
awareness of the plight of coral. The artist says 
his sculpture garden in Mexico is only in the 
first stages of development. As he told the Los 
Angeles Times, "I would also like to point out 
that this installation is by no means over and 
the second phase is dependent on nature's 
artists of the sea, to nurture, evolve and apply 
the patina of life." 

From Laurel Sheppard 

Parting Thoughts and Shots 
...The Whale... If you read a recent front page 
story of the San Francisco Chronicle, you 
would have read about a female humpback 
whale who had become entangled in a spider 
web of crab traps and lines. She was weighted 
down by hundreds of pounds of traps that 
caused her to struggle to stay afloat. She also 
had hundreds of yards of line rope wrapped 
around her body, her tail, her torso, and a line 
tugging in her mouth. A fisherman spotted her 
just east of the Farallon Islands (outside the 
Golden Gate) and radioed an environmental 
group for help. Within a few hours, the rescue 
team arrived and determined that she was so 
bad off, the only way to save her was to dive in 
and untangle her.  

 
  They worked for hours with curved knives and 
eventually freed her. When she was free, the 
divers say she swam in what seemed like 
joyous circles. She then came back to each 
and every diver, one at a time, and nudged 
them, pushed them gently around as she was 
thanking them. Some said it was the most 
incredibly beautiful experience of their lives. 
The guy who cut the rope out of her mouth said 
her eyes were following him the whole time, 
and he will never be the same.  
  May you, and all those you love, be so 
blessed and fortunate to be surrounded by 
people who will help you get untangled from 
the things that are binding you. And, may you 
always know the joy of giving and receiving 
gratitude. I pass this on to you, my friends, in 
the same spirit. 

From Donn Ellerbrock 
 

 

 



 Dec  2010 

S’NAG-A-NEWS Page 7 

AD Rates 

S’Nag-A-News monthly advertising rates are as follows: 
 
Business Card $4.00 
1/4 Page $10.00 
1/2 Page $20.00 
Full Page $30.00 
 
Club members receive a 10% discount on advertising 
rates. Non-members receive a 10% discount for three 
months paid in advance. 

 

NEXT MEETING 
Plank’s Café, 8:00 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 2 program 
features Wrecks of Chicago, Part 2.

OFFICERS 2011 

President 

Rob Robison 

614-798-1206 

president@seanags.com 

 

Vice President 

Jim Bergner 
(614) 937-4339  

vicepresident@seanags.com 

 

Treasurer 

Marty Bailey 

614-866-9943 

treasurer@seanags.com 

 

Secretary 

TBA 

 

Newsletter Editor 

Rob Robison 

614-798-1206 

newsletter@seanags.com 

 
The Columbus Sea Nags  

c/o Rob Robison 

6803 Maplebrook Lane 

Columbus, Ohio 43235 


